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CHAPTER ONE 



Hello! 



"To HIT IS HISTORY, TO MISS IS MYSTERY!" 

That is shotgun shooting. 

It takes a lot of experience to know whether you shot 
over, under, behind, ahead or a combination of them when 
no chips or feathers fall after you have tossed a few hun- 
dred little pellets in the general direction of a clay target 
or a bird. 

To learn to shoot, you have to shoot and shoot and shoot. 
This book could well end here! ! You cannot learn to shoot 
by reading a book. All a book can teach you is what not to 
do, and what to try to do, but no book can teach you how 
to do it. The eyes, nerves and muscles which must be 
trained are your own, and only you can train them. 

Too many books go into a lot of technical explanations 
which befuddle the novice. They confuse people with sta- 
tistics, figures, data on chokes, drops of stocks, down pitch, 
up pitch, gauges, patterns, length of barrels and stocks, 
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sundry paraphernalia to hang on the ends of guns, and what 
not until a guy completely forgets the fundamental task of 
making the load of shot and the object reach the same place 
at the same time. 

It's as simple as that! The load of shot has to be at the 
same place as the thing you are shooting at, in the same 
split second. That makes history. If they don't arrive to- 
gether, that's mystery. 

I have taught many shooters to shoot, and, after a few 
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HELLO 

lessons when I had them well on their way to improving 
in the sport, all of a sudden they would go into tail spins. 
Instead of hauling off sort of casual like and doing their 
best and letting it go at that, they began painstakingly to 
try to make sure of each shot; aiming, sighting and gener- 
ally fumbling around until they couldn't hit anything. 

During my early days of teaching I almost lost my mind 
over such situations. Now I ask them, * What book did you 
read?" Nine times out of ten I hit the nail on the head. They 
have become so confused so saturated with details, that 
they have forgotten the real problemto make the shot 
and the object collide in the same split second. 

You can't make sure when you shoot a shotgun. The 
harder you try, the more you will miss. Take it easy! Un- 
lax! You don't sight or aim a shotgun. You point it just as 
you would point your finger. 

Maybe too many people read too much in a book before 
they try to do any of it. In fact, if a fellow had enough 
money for plenty of ammunition, plenty of game to hunt, 
and plenty of time to do it, he probably shouldn't read a 
book. I don't think Dan Boone, Annie Oakley, my uncle, 
Jim Elliott, and a peck of famous old-time shots ever read 
a book about how to shoot. There weren't any books about 
shooting then, and there were lots of things to shoot at, 
and if you didn't hit them you didn't eat. 
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Uncle Jim learned to shoot by hunting prairie chickens to 
ship to Boston in the early days of Kansas. He and his 
brother, John, hunted while my dad, Bob, drove the spring 
wagon in which they piled their game which Dad had 
gutted and stuff ed with prairie grass until they had a load 
and ended up at the railroad station. No hit, no money to 
buy more shells. 

So, you have to make a decision. You take your choice. 
You can correct your faults yourself through trial and 
error which you are going to have to do anyway even if 
you read this book. In other words, read at your own risk. 

Maybe, and I mean a Great Big "MAYBE," you might 
save a few shells or save yourself a little time by reading 
on. I might keep you from killing something you don't 
want to kill, and that brings us to the next chapter which 
is ... 
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CHAPTER TWO 



Safety 



Now, FOR A LITTLE BIT, I am going to talk to you as if you 
were a boy who had never had a gun in his hands. Maybe 
you are a boy who has never handled a gun. I hope so! You 
will not have any bad habits to overcome. You will read 
with an open mind. 

On the other hand, perhaps you know all about shot- 
guns, and maybe you will be surprised when I tell you to 
take the safety off your gun and throw it away. Yes, that 
is what I said. "Take the safety off your gun and throw 
it away!" 

A "Safety" is the most misnamed piece of junk I know 
of. A "Safety" does not make your gun SAFE. Most "Safe- 
ties" lock the trigger of a gun but do not lock the hammer. 
If you drop a gun with the "Safety" on "Safe Position" it 
is as likely to go off as if you had no "Safety" on the gun 
at all unless it is one of those very few guns whose "Safe- 
ties" prevent the hammer from falling. 
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A "Safety" only keeps you from pulling the trigger 
when you want to pull it because you forgot to take it off 
"Safe." A "Safety" lulls you into a false sense of security 
which may cause you to wave the muzzle in the direction 
of something you don't want to kill. 

I have had hunters walk into our club house with guns 
loaded to the hilt, and calmly set them in the gun rack. I 
don't say anything. I go over and get the gun, carefully 
carry it outdoors, and unload it. The embarrassed hunter 
bleats, "I had the Safety on." My answer is, "Yes, you did, 
but if the gun had been knocked off the rack it still could 
have blown someone's head off." 

I wish the man who first invented safeties had died 
a-borning. I don't know about all shotguns and pistols and 
rifles. There are some on which the safety prevents the ham- 
mer from falling but over ninety per cent of them do not. 
They just keep you from pulling the trigger. 

Take off the safety and throw it away, and always treat 
your gun as though it were loaded and about to go off at 
any moment. Don't point that round hole at anything you 
dorit want to kill. 

Maybe you're going to get bored with all I have to say 
about Safety. If so, hop on to the next chapter, and I hope 
you will never have the experience of looking down at some 
white, motionless form while you sob to the ambulance 
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driver or to the police officer, "I didn't know it was loaded," 
or "The safety was on." And that still white form might 
be your own. Maybe you trusted the safety too much when 
you pulled the gun toward you by the muzzle. Damned be 
the man who invented a safety and called it "SAFE!" Call 
it "trigger lock" or something else but not a "Safety," 

The ten commandments of safe-gun-handling have been 
written many times and many ways enough words to 
reach the moon almost. This effort probably will complete 
the journey to the moon. BUT people will keep on killing 
other people and creatures they don't want to kill. 

There is only one rule -for safety . . . dorUt point the round 
hole of that gun, empty or loaded, at anything you don't 
want to kill. That's simple, isn't it? 

If any occasion arises where you feel the need for a safety 
it is time to completely unload your gun. It will then be 
safe provided you still don't point it at anything you don't 
want to kill. - 

If you are a boy with your first shotgun or, even if you 
are a man, do this. Fire a load into the ground about six 
feet in front of you. Then go stick your finger down the 
holes it makes. Pause and reflect how the hole would look 
in your or another man's guts. Ugh! A double Ugh! Ugh! 
it happened to be your own! On second thought, maybe 
that isn't right. A guy who killed himself would die only 
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once. The fellow who killed someone else would die every 
time he heard the scream of an ambulance. 

I got my first gun on Christmas fifty years ago. The best 
Christmas I ever had until it turned into the worst one. 

Dad had put the cap pistol in the toe of my stocking- 
saving the best for the last, he thought. When I pulled the 
.stocking off the nail, one hand on the top and one on the 
toe, I felt it. There it was! A gun! A gun at last! All of 
my five years I had wanted a gun; at least since the first 
time I had ever seen one, and that was pretty early. I was 
born on a shooting park. 

The oranges, apples, candy and nuts scattered over the 
floor as I dumped the long, black stocking upside down and 
pounced on my beloved a shiny "six shooter" cap pistol. 
It shot only one cap but it looked like a sure 'nough Colt 
to me. I grabbed it up, pranced around the room, pointing 
it at everything and shouting Boom Boom Boom which 
would have drowned an artillery. I gave one too many 
Boom Booms! I Boomed at my dad. 

"Come here, son," he said quietly. I rushed to him, ex- 
pecting a pat on the back. 

"Son, I see you are too young yet to have a gun," and 
he held out his hand, palm upward. "We will have to put 
it away until you are old enough to learn that you never 
point a gun at anyone or anything you don't want to kill. 
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Pll lay it on the mantel here, and when I think you are old 
enough to handle it properly Fll give it back to you. Don't 
touch it until I hand it to you." 

My Christmas turned to ashes. He was the meanest man 
in the world! 



There it lay on the mantel without a hand to caress it 
The hours dragged into days, the days into months, and 
the months into years as I longed for my beloved. That 
beautiful, shiny gun, unblackeiied by a single shot! I could 
have climbed up on a chair and touched it, but I figured 
I'd better not. The caps were on the top shelf of the pantry, 
and I musn't get them either. They had been carefully put 
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away in a tin can. Mother was afraid of fire. 

A million years later anyhow a year well, it was at 
least a week, Dad was sitting in his chair after supper smok- 
ing his cigar and blowing some rings for me to stick my 
fingers through. Sometimes, if I was very careful I could 
pull the rings out lopsided before they broke. 

He looked up at the mantel, and I knew he was looking at 
IT. I held my breath until I thought I would pop like a cap. 
I didn't dare to look at IT, too, 

"Son, I think maybe you are old enough now to handle 
a gun properly." 

He went over to the mantel, picked it up by the muzzle 
and handed it to me butt first, but without pointing the 
muzzle at himself. 

When I grasped it and he released his grip I pointed 
straight at the floor. 

"Yes, son, it looks as though you are old enough to han- 
dle a gun now. Let's find the caps." 

I followed him to the kitchen with the muzzle of the cap 
pistol pointed rigidly at the floor at my side. He glanced 
around only once, and when he smiled My! My! 

He took the "ammunition" off the shelf and we went 
out the back door. When we reached the back yard he 
said, "You never load a gun in the house." 

He opened the baking powder can, and there were the 
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six red boxes, fresh and dry and waiting to pop. The caps 
were little, round fellers made of two pieces of paper glued 
together with a dot of powder in the center. They were 
packed in sawdust but I don't know why. 

Holding my beloved in my left hand with the muzzle 
pointed at the distant ground, I carefully cocked the ham- 
mer. Gingerly I picked a cap out of the sawdust but nerv- 
ously dropped it on the ground. 

"Careful, son. You'll get your ammunition wet some- 
time." 

I retrieved the cap, and finally got it into the slot before 
the hammer. I pointed it at a bush that looked like a bear 
and pulled the trigger. Pop! It was the shot heard 'round 
the world for me! 

My dad was the meanest man in the world while that gun 
stayed on the mantel but now he was the best one again! 

BUT ... I still hadn't learned my lesson. I had learned 
not to point a gun at anything I didn't want to kill but I 
forgot about killing myself. You can kill yourself, too, you 
know. I didn't nearly kill myself but I darned near lost 
an eye. 

I think it was two or three years later when that hap- 
pened. The cap gun had given way to a single shot air 
rifle. It shot BB's but not the high powered slugs the modern 
air guns use, and I got pretty good with it. But I longed for 
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a "Thousand Shot Daisy" in Dad's sporting goods store. 
Oh, how I longed! A thousand shots without reloading! 
Think of it! Joke was that I never had enough money to 
buy a thousand BB's, and maybe it wouldn't even have held 
a thousand. I never thought about that, though, or how 
heavy it would have been if I had put a thousand shots in it. 
But it was a "Thousand Shot" Daisy! It said so on the side 
of it, and it was a mighty weapon! I finally got one. 

There was a little hole in the side of the barrel on the 
bottom side just under the front sight. You unscrewed the 
barrel just enough to open the hole into which you stuffed 
all the BB's you had on hand at the time. There was a lever 
just like a real rifle which pumped the air in, and a bullet 
was supposed to slide into place just ahead of the air for 
the next shot. Usually it slid in place if you kept the muzzle 
pointed up so the BB's would roll downhill into the right 
hole; but if you held the muzzle down the next bullet 
rolled out from in front of the air, and you figured it was 
empty. 

The Brat next door had been following me around all 
morning. He was just a little kid, so I wouldn't let him touch 
the gun. Came the time when I thought my Thousand Shot 
Daisy was empty and ready for a refill. I set the butt on the 
ground, opened the hole at the end of the barrel, and started 
stuffing BB's one at a time in the hole. The Brat sat on the 
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ground and watched me with envy in his soul. All of a 
sudden something went Pfft!, and I grabbed my fore- 
head. There was blood all over my hand when I looked at 
it. The Brat had reached over and pulled the trigger while 
I had my head over the round hole stuffing in BB's. The BB 
had creased my forehead just over the right eye. 

So the Thousand Shot Daisy went up on the same 
mantel for another countless age; but this time I didn't think 
Dad was so mean. I might have been blind in one eye! 

Simple, isn't it? NEVER point that round hole at any- 
thing you don't want to kill, including yourself. 

And now, let's start learning to hit what we do want to 
hit. 
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CHAPTER THREE 



Your Eyesi 



I ONCE SAW A MAN give an exhibition at the Grand Ameri- 
can Trapshooting Tournament held annually at Vandalia, 
Ohio. He broke targets with his eyes taped shut and a 
heavy, black blindfold over the tape. 

I knew the doctor who taped his eyes and I knew the 
man who put on the blindfold. Both were reliable men. 
They said no ordinary human actually could have seen 
anything. I believed them. 

The man claimed he could "see" through the blinders by 
some sort of abnormal power, and I can give no better ex- 
planation. I saw him break "still" targets propped up on 
edge. He used a shotgun and a rifle or pistol or both, maybe. 
IVe forgotten that part. He broke single targets thrown 
from a trap, and, finally, after several attempts he broke a 
pair of doubles. He almost always broke the first target of 
the doubles but had trouble with the second. I did not meet 
the man but was told that he practically collapsed after 
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each exhibition presumably from strain. I did see him 
break the targets and I was convinced he could not see, 
as we commonly understand sight. 

About your eyes now. I guess there has never been more 
misinformation written and spoken about any phase of 
shooting than that of "shooting with both eyes open." 
"Shoot with both eyes open. That's the only way to be a 
good shot." Pure bunk! If a man tried to shoot from his 
right shoulder with a master left eye, he would go nuts try- 
ing to hit anything. 

Some thirty years ago this happened at our park. It was 
about the time I was trying to figure out my own eye prob- 
lems. I was trying to follow some bum advice about shoot- 
ing with both eyes open after I had become a fairly good 
shot, when closing my left eye. 

This chap, a fellow named Stuart Perkins, was just about 
the poorest shot around the park, and never seemed to im- 
prove. He lingered at the bottom of the list for years. 

About this time one of the major gun companies brought 
out a new model, single barrel trap gun, and sent one of 
the first guns to a "pro" in our territory as a sort of intro- 
ductory and trial gun. The "pro" tried to shoot it, a lot of 
other people, including me, tried to shoot it, and none of 
us could hit anything with it. The "pro" gave the gun a 
good selling, and so it disappeared for a while. The joker 
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CURVED BARRELED &JN 
FOR LEFT-EYED f HOOTERS 
TO $HOOT RIGHT-HANDED 




about the gun was that it shot about nine inches or a foot 
to the left, we discovered after patterning it. Everyone 
figured it had been bored wrong, and folks didn't know 
too much about bending barrels in those days to make them 
shoot where they should. 

One day, Stuart Perkins came lugging the gun out to 
the grounds. He had picked it up in some pawn shop or 
somewhere. He immediately started shooting it better than 
he had ever shot before, and jumped from 75 per cent to 
over 90 per cent almost overnight. Almost a miracle! 

Then some well-meaning soul recognized the gun and 
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told Stuart that it shot to the left. Stuart couldn't ever hit 
anything with it again. 

As I look back on it now, I figure this out. Stuart, a left 
handed shooter must have been right eyed. When he looked 
down the barrel with both eyes open, his strong right eye 
made him point the barrel somewhat to the right. In other 
words his right eye was looking across the line of pointing 
so that the actual line of sight was to the right of where he 
thought it was. Hope you get that it had me confused 
trying to get the lefts and rights straight. 

So ... when Stuart picked up this gun which shot to the 
left, it compensated for the error his eyes had been making, 
and he immediately started to break targets, not knowing 
why or how. When the well-meaning-soul told him about 
the gun, Stuart began trying to allow for its crooked shoot- 
ing. Then he got worse than ever, and quit in disgust. 

My own experience with two-eyed shooting was pitiful. 
I dropped from better than 90 per cent to the yo's because 
some "Well-Meaning-Joe' 5 told me that in order to be an 
expert I had to shoot with both eyes openand then he 
didn't tell me how to do it. 

My eyes are equal, and the majority of folk's are equal. 
You can be right-eyed, you can be left-eyed, and in all 
degrees of relative strength, and you can be equal-eyed. 
There are more equal-eyed folk than any other kind. 
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If a person whose right eye is his master eye shoots from 
his right shoulder, or if a person whose left eye is his master 
eye shoots from his left shoulder they can just open both 
eyes and go ahead. If some poor equal-eyed person tries to 
open both eyes, he is sure in for a peck of trouble. He will 
see two sights if he looks at the target, and he will see two 
targets if he looks at the sight. I know! I DID! 

There is one advantage to two-eyed shooting just one, 
That is the ability (because of a wider field of vision) to 
pick up a second possible shot. Try this. Sit still and take 
a look at what you can see without turning your head, close 
one eye (either eye). When you close that eye, it cuts off 
maybe a fifth of your vision on that side. If you say it is 
a fourth or a tenth, I won't argue with you. Closing one 
eye cuts oif some vision. Well, if when you are shooting at, 
say a quail, and another quail rises in that portion of your 
vision which is obscured, you may have to locate it by 
sound before you see it, to get a shot at it. 

But for shooting a single shot at a single object there is 
absolutely no advantage in two-eyed shooting. 

Even when you shoot with both eyes open, only one eye 
points the gun, and that is the eye which looks down the 
barrel. That is the eye which looks the same way the gun 
is pointing. The other eye is a spectator. It can only look 
at what is going on. If the looking eye tries to take over 
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the job of the pointing eye there is going to be a family 
fight which results in zeros on the score board at trapshoot- 
ing and skeet, and no meat on the table when you get home 
from the hunt. 

It doesn't make any difference from which shoulder you 
shoot. Being right-handed or left-handed doesn't make any 
difference. Shoot from the shoulder next to your master 
eye providing you have a master eye. Shoot with the 
better eye if you have a better eye. 

How do you know you have a master eye? Here's the 
simplest test. Keep both eyes open, and raise your hand 
with the index finger extended like a revolver barrel. Point 
it at some small object at least fifteen feet away. Close your 
left eye. Are you on it? Then your right eye is your better 
eye. If you are not on it, then try closing your right eye. 
Are you on it? Then your left eye is your master eye, and 
you should shoot from your left shoulder regardless of 
whether you are right or left handed. 

Suppose you are not on it in either of the above tests. 
Well, Bud, if you ever want to shoot with both eyes open, 
you are in for a heap of training. But you don't have to 
shoot with both eyes open. The advantage is very small, 
and probably your best bet is to close one eye. Forget you 
ever heard about two-eyed shooting, and just barge in and 
hit things. 
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The balance of this chapter is only for poor unfortunate 
souls, such as I was, whose eyes are equal and who want to 
acquire the dubious advantage of two-eyed shooting. So, 
if you are right-eyed, left-eyed or don't give a whoop 
about being in style, just pass on to the next chapter. 

Now, poor, equal-eyed soul, you will have to suffer as 
I did. You are going to have to train the eye above the 
shoulder from which you shoot, to be your master eye. 
I'll bet you never trained anything as obstinate as an eye. 
You think you have your right eye trained to take over, 
and Whop! the left eye says, "I want in on this, baby," 
and he takes over, and away goes whatever you were shoot- 
ing at, untouched. 

An equal eyed shooter can train his pointing eye to be 
his master eye but it will take a long, long time, months, 
even years. To do this, it is necessary to squint the other 
(Non-Pointing) eye enough to permit your pointing eye 
to look down the sights without seeing two sights or two 
targets. It is better to close the NP eye too much than too 
little; as I said before it hardly makes a mouthful of ashes 
difference if you shut it completely. By squinting one eye 
you retain some of the benefits of the larger field of vision 
and still permit the pointing eye to direct the gun. Maybe, 
MAYBE, after training and training and training you will 
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be able to shoot with both eyes wide open. Yep! It's hardly 
worth it. 

The highest yearly average ever made at trapshooting 
on 1,000 targets was scored by E. F. Woodward in 1933. 
He broke 995 out of the 1,000. "Woody" held many other 
championships. He was a one-eyed shooter and did pretty 
dog-gone good with one eye. 

Perhaps you are one of those equal-eyed shooters who 
does not have the capacity to squint one eye without it 
affecting or closing the other one too you didn't wink at 
enough girls in your youthwell, you are just going to 
have to shoot from the shoulder on the same side as the 
unsquintable eye. 

Glasses present a heap of difficulties. Glasses are made 
to bring both eyes up to normal and equal, if possible. 
Often shooters whose good eyes are on the side of the 
shoulders they shoot from will do better by shooting with- 
out glasses. They can then shoot with both eyes open 
they have a master eye. With glasses they do not have a 
master eye. Glass problems would require a book in itself. 
One bit of advice, hunt up an oculist or optometrist who 
is a shooter. He will strain himself to help you solve your 
shooting-eye problems. 

The most pitiful eye problem which presents itself in 
shooting is that of a person who, after becoming a good 
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shot, loses the sight of his pointing eye. It happened to my 
father. Don't do what he did try to continue shooting 
from the same shoulder. Don't waste your money on offset 
stocks, auxiliary ribs and other gadgets. Just start shooting 
from the other shoulder. 

The best example of what can be done by this method 
was furnished by Henry Joy. Joy won many skeet cham- 
pionships including national ones before a broken piece of 
skeet target put out his right eye. That was back in the days 
when the broken incomers all sailed right at you and the 
targets were thrown over the opposite trap house. Joy 
switched to his left shoulder and in a short time came back 
to shoot as well or better than ever, winning National 
Championships again. 

Some folks shoot right handed with a poor right eye just 
because they think they should shoot right handed because 
they do everything else right handed. I have changed many 
of them to their left shoulder and almost without excep- 
tion they learned to shoot better than they ever did before. 
If you have a good eye and a bad eye, never shoot another 
shot off the shoulder of the bad eye. You will be surprised 
how quickly you will learn the other way. Don't dilly- 
dally back and forth, from one shoulder to the other; better 
make up your mind switch shoulders, grit your teeth and 
learn over again. You will do it much faster than you did 
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the first time you learned to shoot and it's a dollar to a 
doughnut that you will soon do better than you ever did 
before. You can't hit 'em unless you can see 'em and you 
can't see 'em good with a poor eye. Now we move from 
your eyes to your feet . . . 



CHAPTER FOUR 



From the Ground Up 

WHY "FROM THE GROUND UP?" Mostly you are going to 
shoot standing, and your feet have to be placed reasonably 
right in order for you to be able to swing right or left or up 
and down without putting yourself in a bind. However, 
one of our Kansas City shooters, that fine sportsman, Allen 
"Swede" Swanson, does a mighty good job and has a lot of 
fun busting targets from a wheel chair. He shoots in the 
po's most of the time. 

I have seen shooters perform from every position into 
which a human body could be contorted and do very well 
at it. Particularly in the early days of skeet were calis- 
thenics the vogue. I doubt that they ever improved any- 
one's skeet score but they certainly provided exercise and 
entertainment for the spectators. 

Queerest gyration I ever saw was the shooting procedure 
of an old time pigeon shooter about 40 years ago. He 
squatted a little bit before he called "Pull" and re-squatted 
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to shoot the second shot. His fanny practically touched 
his heels by the time he got off the second barrel. I never 
did know the reason for the first semi-squat, but the second 
one made sense. He had learned to shoot in the days of 
black powder and he had to squat after the first shot in 
order to see under the smoke for a second blast. 

Persons who shoot from strained positions can hit game 
and targets and lots of them, but, I feel that they might do 
even better shooting from more relaxed stances. 

Observe the top notch trap and skeet shooters. Easy does 
it! The rhythm and poetry of their motions are almost like 
a dance. Their guns almost seem to lift and point them- 
selves. No jumps, no wiggles. Through years of practice 
their guns have become third arms, tuned to the reaction of 
the eye, the messages of the nerves and the response of the 
muscles. If muscles are tight and strained they cannot re- 
spond to the instructions given them by the eyes and nerves. 

So I will try to give you a relaxed shooting position in 
which you can swing left or right, up or down with a min- 
imum of strain on your muscles. It may help you hit but 
it won't guarantee a hit. 

Perhaps, first, I should tell you what not to do. Don't 
shoot a shotgun as you would a rifle. The rifle position with 
the butt of the gun out on the arm instead of farther in on 
the shoulder is perhaps an easier stance to assume than the 
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shotgun position in which the gun is placed between the 
shoulder bone and the collar bone. But the rifle position will 
cause you a lot more bruises on your arm than the shotgun 
position on your shoulder. There you place the butt of the 
gun where there is some deep muscle padding before you 
hit a bone. The rifle position is designed to present the 
smallest target to the enemy. You cut the hittable parts of 
your anatomy down about half or more when you stand 
sidewise. The things you shoot with a shotgun don't shoot 
back, so you don't have to worry about that. The rifle posi- 
tion is designed to enable you to hold a gun still, left arm 
down to brace an up and down movement, right arm high 
to brace against a sidewise movement. The shotgun posi- 
tion is designed to give you more flexibility of movement in 
all directions for shotgun shooting. Few expert rifle shoot- 
ers make good shotgun shooters, and few shotgun experts 
can do well with a rifle at still targets. The shotgun shoot- 
ers show comparatively better at shooting moving targets 
with a rifle than they do at still targets. Rifle practice 
teaches your muscles to stand still on the command of the 
eyes relayed through the nerves. Shotgun shooting prac- 
tice tells those muscles to "Get goin' fast, boy" when the 
eye message streams through the nerves. Rifle and shotgun 
shooting are two different breeds of pups. For rifle shoot- 
ing we recommend that you read a different book or again 
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just start shooting. Here we go for the more flexible shot- 
gun stance. 

A lot of readers will be left hand shooters. More, perhaps 
than there would have been had you not read this book. I 
hope that I have convinced you, that if you have a better 
left eye, than you have right eye, that you will be better 
oif to change to your left shoulder. It is not desirable to 
write instructions to both left and right hand shooters at 
the same time: the left and rights would confuse every- 
one. So if you are going to shoot left handed, just change 
the rights to lefts when you come to them and you will be 
able to follow the directions. Perhaps it might be well to 
go through this chapter and write in "right" wherever 
"left" is written, and also "left" for "right." It will simplify 
the reading of the instructions for you. 

Point your left toe toward the center point of the various 
directions in which you may be forced to shoot. In other 
words, "split the difference" between your extreme left 
shot and your extreme right shot and point your left toe 
in that direction. At the traps, point your left toe at the 
point where a straight-away target falls on the ground (not 
at the trap house) . At skeet, point it at the spot where the 
targets cross, just outside of station 8. In the field, you will 
just have to let your toe point where it happens to stop; but 
enough practice at the traps and skeet will make the toe 
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go into position automatically. In fact, enough practice in 
the field would make the toe go into position automatically, 
if you could find enough game to practice on nowadays. 

Pointing your left toe toward the middle of your pos- 
sible shooting field permits you to swing equally well to 
the left or to the right. If your left toe points too much to 
the right you will have trouble swinging to the left; if it 
is too much to the left you will have trouble swinging to 
the right. Most right handed shooters swing more easily 
to the left than they do to the right (it is easier to pull a 
gun than to push it) . Once you have mastered a trapshoot- 
ing or skeet stance your body will automatically fall into 
position when game flushes before you. When it flushes be- 
side or behind you, you just try to be a whirling dervish 
without falling on your face. I have a phobia; when a quail 
flushes just in front of me and does a dead straight-away 
about 10 or 15 feet high the skunk is just about as safe 
as he was on his mother's nest. I miss 90 per cent of them; 
I can get more quail standing on one leg and shooting 
behind me when they whip around me or over my head. 
Fm not chicken hearted; in fact I am hoppin' rnad at easy 
quail shots. They make me look so silly when I miss them 
so often, and it doesn't get any better as the years go on. 
Maybe I should raise my left toe off the ground and point 
it at the quail Fll try that next year and report later. 
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Your right foot should be one to two feet behind your 
left one and 6 to 1 2 inches to the right of it. Comfortable 
does it! If you stand with your feet too close together you 
may get kicked backwards when the gun goes off. If your 
feet are too wide apart you will not be able to swing to the 
right or left properly. 

Your left foot is your pivot, your right foot is a prop to 
keep you from getting kicked on your fanny by the recoil 

Your body should be straight up and down from your 
left foot or leaning slightly forward. Your weight should 
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all be on your left foot. Now when you lean forward and 
get into this position you will find that your right heel 
comes off the ground. Most folks bend their left knee until 
their right heel comes back down on the ground, but lots 
of good shots shoot from tip toe position with their right 
foot. Take your choice but don't get your weight back on 
your hind leg. 

The right toe should also "Split the Difference." It should 
be pointed about 45 degrees to the right from the right heel. 
Your feet should be as close together as possible and still 
enable you to pivot on the left foot and prop with the right. 

Slightly built persons, particularly women and children, 
are inclined to lean backward in order to counterbalance 
the weight of the gun protruding in front of them. They 
may have to spread their feet farther than is desirable in 
order to keep from getting kicked over. 410 ga. and 20 ga. 
guns with short stocks are very desirable for the first shoot- 
ing efforts of women and children. Too many are bashed 
up by long stock 1 2 ga. guns of their husbands or fathers 
and lose their interest in shooting before they find out it is 
fun. Women and children cannot use the Master's gun 
any more comfortably than they can wear his clothes. 
. Place the gun on your shoulder where the meat is deep. 
Take your finger and punch the meat in your arm, on your 
shoulder bone, on your collar bone. The meat is shallow. 
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Even with fat boys and girls there isn't much cushion in 
those spots, between the bones and the kick of the gun. 
Recoil pads help but they don't get the whole job done. 
A certain amount of the comeback must be absorbed by 
human flesh and, until it is toughened up it is going to get 
a bit sore. It will not get nearly as sore if you don't have a 
bone anvil behind the meat for the meat to be beaten on. 

Feel the spot inside your shoulder bone and under your 
collar bone. There is your natural recoil pad deep meat 
and getting deeper the farther down you go. 

In fact it gets so deep a couple of inches down that only 
the toe of the gun would beat into your bosom if you shot 
it from the position that I have described so far. If you can't 
do it yourself, have someone place a gun between your 
collar bone and shoulder bone with the top of the stock 
level with the top of your shoulder. Only about an inch 
or so of the bottom part of the butt plate will touch your 
shoulder. How do we correct that? Here's how: 

Pull your shoulder up, lift it as high as you can without 
straining. Now pull it forward as far as you can, without 
straining. You should find it wrapping itself around the 
butt of the gun with all the points of the butt resting 
against deep meat. Some folks are so fat and deep chested 
that they may still find only a portion of the butt resting 
on their chests. The only thing for them to do is to get the 
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bottom end of the butt leveled off until it fits their contour. 
That's called "down pitch" if you want to be technical. 
How much down pitch do you need? Enough to make the 
butt of the gun rest over its entire length on deep meat. If, 
when you have gotten into this position, the top of the 
butt is one-fourth or one-half inch away from your chest, 
then that is the amount which should be taken off the bot- 
tom (toe) of the butt plate and nothing at all off the top 
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(heel). The butt of the gun should be beveled to fit your 
bosom. 

Bear in mind that any time I get technical about a gun 
it is only to enable you to shoot it without getting punished 
unduly by it. The very fine technicalities will be presented 
to you by many folks in trapshooting and skeet shooting 
with well meant, free advice which is always worth about 
what you pay for it nothing. They apply their solutions 
to your problems. Their theories probably are excellent for 
themselves, and have solved their own problems very well, 
but they might be poison to you. Listen to them all, let most 
of it run in one ear and out the other, and then figure it out 
from your own angle. 

My worst experience in getting bruised was in hip shoot- 
ing. Silly pastime! I guess it is good for something, but in 
retrospect I know not what. It gave me chronic appendi- 
citis and required two operations to cure it. I saw a fellow 
breaking some targets from the hip and decided that I 
should learn to do that too. I shot them until I was black 
and blue around the right side in the region of the appendix 
numerous times over a period of a year. I held the gun so 
that my right fist beat a constant tattoo in the region of 
my appendix. My appendix told me finally that he didn't 
like it and after listening to him squeal for several years I 
finally had him taken out. By that time he was in such an 
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uproar about it that I blew out all the stitches and had to 
go back again to have me wired up. I can recommend not 
shooting from the hip for this and other reasons. 

A couple of fellows and myself wanted to go quail hunt- 
ing one time and we didn't have any dogs but one of them 
knew where we could rent dogs and a guide to handle them 
and us. The chap who owned the dogs couldn't go that day 
so he sent his teen aged son to take care of us and the dogs. 
The four of us started out with a fine looking pair of dogs, 
a pointer and a setter, and it wasn't long until they came on 
point. I long ago had learned to stay a little behind and 
slightly to the right when hunting with strange folks. Most- 
ly they like to shoot to the left and then, too, when I am 
behind I have a chance to duck before the gun gets around 
in my direction if it is coming my way. Pap's old lessons 
finally took hold. 

We walked up on the point and as the birds flushed 
someone shot way ahead of anyone else. Out of the corner 
of my eye I saw this kid blasting away from the hip. When . 
the birds were down he said he killed two of the four. 
Maybe he was right, but I decided to lag a bit farther be- 
hind from then on. On the next covey rise he blasted loose 
again from the hip and I heard a dog say "Yipe." When 
the dog came slinking back to us I could see blood spurting 
from a shot through an artery in his ear. He was bleeding 
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like a stuck hog with the blood going spurt, spurt every 
time his fast heart beat. The punk kid was frantic. 

Luckily there was a creek nearby and I took the dog 
down to it. I held my finger on the artery to stop its spurt- 
ing and plastered it with mud. When the mud dried we 
went on and the ear stopped bleeding, but before long the 
dog had whipped off the mud and looked like a butcher 
shop again. I plastered it up again and told the kid he had 
better take the dog home, which he did. The three of us 
and one dog went safely through the balance of the day. 
And to think I took up hip shooting after that, serves me 
right! Nope! It's better to waste your ammo from the 
shoulder. 

We were talking about shoulders when I detoured back 
to the hip. There are sloping shoulders, square shoulders, 
narrow shoulders, wide shoulders. To fit a gun to you is 
like fitting a suit of clothes; it takes an expert to do it. If 
you lack an expert to fit you, perhaps I can help you in the 
next chapter to fit yourself reasonably well, which brings 
us to ... 
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The Gun for You 

THE GUN FOR YOU is the gun you own now; unless it 
beats you on the nose, or the lips or the cheek or the shoul- 
der. A change of guns may help you to rise above 90 per 
cent in target shooting, but if a person concentrates on his 
own mistakes rather than blaming it on the gun he will 
probably achieve 90 per cent more quickly. 

A five-by-five guy can't shoot a gun which fits a six-foot 
plus fellow who is long and lanky. However, the five-by- 
five won't get bashed up using the big boy's gun as much 
as the big boy will using a gun which fitted the short armed, 
short necked fat boy. 

If your gun is beating you up, it may be the way you 
are holding it on your arm instead of on your shoulder. 
Don't alter the stock until you have mastered the shooting 
position described in the previous chapter. If you place a 
gun out on your arm it will have to be an inch or two longer 
to keep your thumb out of your nose than if you put the 
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gun in between your collar bone and your shoulder bone. 

You can shoot a gun which is too long or too crooked, 
although you will do better with one the right size; but 
when you shoot a gun which is too short or too straight, 
punishment hits you with every shot and it soon ceases 
to be fun, 

Lela Hall Frank, one of the greatest if not the greatest of 
all-time women trapshooters, is an example of how a person 
can fit herself to a gun, rather than fit the gun to her. Lela 
started shooting with a gun that was at least two inches too 
long for her. The gun didn't belong to her so she couldn't 
have it altered. I doubt that she ever gave a thought to 
changing it. She just tore into that gun and made it shoot 
where she looked. She made it shoot for a long time where 
she looked and though she accumulated other guns later, 
she could always do better with her old one. It had be- 
come her third arm, any other gun felt like an artificial 
arm. Mark Arie and Frank Troeh, two of the early greats 
of trapshooting learned to shoot with guns which cost them 
less than $20 apiece. They learned to shoot with plain bar- 
rel pump guns before ventilated ribs, big forearms, ivory 
sights, and a host of other refinements were invented. Gun 
companies, anxious to introduce their wares, offered Arie 
and Troeh new guns for little or nothing. The gun compa- 
nies were anxious to prove to the public, through the shoot- 
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ing skill of these two great shots, that their new guns were 
superior. I have seen both Troeh and Arie arrive at tourna- 
ments with their latest model shotguns. They would shoot 
these new weapons for a couple of days and mostly did no 
good with them. About the third day you would find them 
hauling "Old Betsys" out of their worn cases and working 
them over with screw drivers, pliers, etc. From then on, you 
could depend on their being one-two-three in the tourna- 
ment competition. They spent several years learning to 
shoot the new guns as well as they did their old ones. Phil 
Miller, the first man to break 100 straight from the 25 yard 
mark, did it with a solid rib pump gun. 

I do not mention many newer and fine shots at skeet and 
trapshooting because they learned to shoot with guns which 
had all the hot and cold running water attachments. Skeet 
had not even been invented in the days when plain barrel 
shot guns were used for target shooting. 

The point I am trying to make is if your eye looks down 
the pointing plane of your gun without effort, if the gun 
feels as natural as a third arm, if it shoots mostly where you 
lookstop worrying about a new and different gun to cure 
your own deficiencies. If you only want to use target shoot- 
ing to practice for field shooting, don't let anyone talk you 
into a gun loaded with a ventilated rib or a big forearm, to 
go hunting with. The things which are lashed onto shotguns 
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for trap and skeet shooting purposes are very well for the 
purpose which they were invented, but they are excess 
baggage to lug around in the field. Learn to point the gun 
you have unless it punishes you in some manner. Until you 
reach 90 per cent in clay target shooting, a different gun 
will probably not help you solve your problem. 

Two examples come to my mind. Butch Allen, a hunting 
buddy of mine who once beat me in a shoot-off for the 
Missouri State Trapshooting Championship, shoots a 20 ga. 
double barrel in the field when he wants to hit anything. He 
has a collection of guns for field and trapshooting, but when 
he wants meat on the table he always goes back to the 20 
ga. gun which he started shooting with when he was 12 
years old. (He says he cut his teeth on it, maybe so.) When 
he uses any other gun I can generally outshoot him in the 
field. When he uses his boyhood love, I am whipped. 

Two trapshooters once brought a young lad, their hunt- 
ing guide, to one of our tournaments. The boy burned up 
the field with an old gun that was silvery from use, and he 
won a lot of money. So the next year he came back with a 
new gun plus trapshooting attachments. He didn't hit any- 
thing. The shooters did not finance him again. That was the 
last I ever heard of him in competition. All this adds up to 
the statement that you can't learn to shoot by changing 
guns or altering your present gun. You just have to shoot 
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and shoot and shoot. Don't forget I am not talking about 
a gun which punishes you. If a gun beats you up, you would 
do well never to shoot another shot with it until you have 
it changed so that it does not hammer you. The human 
body will only absorb so much punishment before it 
starts reacting to it before it comes. Then the reaction 
against the beating comes before you can get the trigger 
pulled. That is called "flinching." That, I am not going 
to explain here. Just don't shoot a gun which beats you 
up forget I ever mentioned flinching, let it be the un- 
known HADES. Avoid it by not taking shotgun punish- 
ment or by shooting until your shoulder is black and blue. 

Gun stocks as they are made today by the leading gun 
manufacturers, are a right good fit for the average man. If 
you are over six feet tall they may be too short for you; if 
you are under 5 feet 8 inches, they will probably be too 
long for you. To adjust either way in the field-grade guns 
is little trouble. These guns come without recoil pads. They 
may be lengthened almost an inch by installing one of these 
pads, and shortened any amount by having the stock cut off 
to the desired length and a pad installed. The hard rubber 
butt plate can be ground to fit a stock which has been 
shortened, but it is more desirable to install a recoil pad in 
most instances. 

If you have a gun shortened to fit a growing boy or girl, 
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be sure to have the gunsmith save the piece of wood he cuts 
off. You will someday want to lengthen the stock and the 
old piece can be replaced more easily and cheaply than fit- 
ting on a new one. It will also match the grain of the stock 
and make a better looking job. 

What is the most desirable length for your stock? 

The shorter the better until your nose is on your thumb. 

The old fashioned method of measuring a gun stock by 
putting it in the crotch of your arm and putting your finger 
on the trigger, is not very reliable. It only measures the 
length of the person's arms. It does not take into considera- 
tion his other physical make-up. If you have sloping shoul- 
ders and a long neck, you will need a much longer stock 
than a person with square shoulders and a short neck. If 
you are broad shouldered you will need a longer stock than 
a narrow shouldered person. 

If you have mastered your shooting position as described 
in the previous chapter, or if you have just settled down to 
a different one of your own, it is not hard to adjust the 
length of your stock to you. When you place your gun to 
your shoulder in a natural, comfortable position, your nose 
should be from one-half inch to one and one-half inches 
from your thumb. If it is less than one-half inch you will 
probably get a bloody nose; if it is more than one and one- 
half inches you are throwing the weight of the gun, which 
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you must swing, too far away from you. As I told you, Lela 
Hall Frank did that and did it well; but it is the hard way. 
The farther away from your shoulder the weight of your 
gun centers, the heavier it is going to feel to you, and the 
more muscle it will take to swing it. 

Another test of a gun being too long is does it catch on 
your clothing when you put it up to your shoulder? Do 
you have to push it away from you to get it up or does it 
just glide naturally in place? 

Try this. Hold your gun at your hip. Now lift it with 
your left hand until the left hand is about eye-level. Now 
tip the butt of the gun up with your right hand until it 
reaches the shoulder. If it catches on your clothing, you 
either are not standing right or the gun is too long for you. 
If you are leaning backward, with your weight on your 
hind leg, there isn't any way to get the gun stock past your 
chest without it catching on your clothing. If you are lean- 
ing forward with your weight on your front leg and have 
your shoulder pulled up and forward as previously de- 
scribed, then, if the gun catches on your clothing, it is too 
long for you. And of course, you can shoot a gun much 
shorter in the field in the winter time than you can at targets 
in the summertime. Your heavy winter clothing will make 
at least one-fourth inch difference in the length of your 
stock. Your hunting gun can safely be one-fourth inch or 
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more shorter than your trap or skeet gun, and it will prove 
advantageous in getting it to your shoulder quickly in the 
field or blind when you are cold and bundled up with 
several layers of clothing. 

Comfortable does it again. If the length of the stock feels 
good to you and the gun doesn't kick you in the lips or nose, 
go on and shoot it. I have seen persons shoot stocks so short 
that I don't know how they kept themselves from being 
punished; and I have seen them shoot stocks so long that 
they looked very unbalanced, but they shot the guns and 
they shot them well. They learned to do it without reading 
a book by practice and more practice, and that's still the 
way you are going to have to do it when you finish this 
book. 

How much drop should your gun have at the heel at 
the comb? Lawsy me, now we are really going into a 
mess. Enough has already been written about this item to 
have furnished paper for wadding for all the muzzle loaders 
used in the Revolutionary War. It sure is hard to simplify. 
High cheek bones, low cheek bones, square shoulders, slop- 
ing shoulders, fat faces, thin faces, trapshooting, skeet shoot- 
ing and hunting all contribute to a host of problems. 

However there are some general rules which may help 
you to guide you somewhere. I can only hope they help 
you. 
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The best test of the drop of a gun. I know of is this one. 
Place the gun to your shoulder with your eyes shut, in the 
most comfortable position. Drop your head on the stock 
until it has a comfortable pressure against the stock. Open 
one eye or both eyes (if you have found out you can be a 
two-eyed shooter) . What do you see? 

If you are lookin' right down the sights, skip the rest of 
this chapter and go on to the next one which is entitled 
"Lookin' down the sights." If you are lookin' down the 
sights when you open your eye after putting your gun up 
naturally and comfortably, with them shut, she is a perfect 
fit and don't let anyone tell you she isn't. Just start shooting 
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her and damned be the man who gets you to try to change 
her. 

If you aren't lookin' down the sights, it is still possible 
for you to adjust yourself to that same gun without having 
it changed. You could learn, by shooting it, to put it up in 
a manner that you would look down the sights. But if you 
want to change the stock-and most people will (It's easier 
to change a gun stock than it is your habits) here are some 
hints as to what to do. 

If, when you check the gun with your eyes closed and on 
opening them find that you are looking into the breech of 
the gun instead of down the sighting plane, the gun is too 
crooked for you. If, upon opening your eyes, you find that 
you can see all of the barrel or rib of the gun, then the gun 
is too straight for you. Should you find that your eye looks 
down the left side of the line of sights, then the gun stock 
is too fat for you. If you look down the right side of the 
barrel then the stock is too skinny for you. 

Bear in mind, I am talking about the condition of the 
stock where your cheek is resting. Most stocks slant from 
front to back and taper down from back to front. If you 
stick your neck out and move your cheek farther forward, 
the stock is generally straighter and thinner. If you pull in 
your neck, your cheek will rest on a fatter and more crook- 
ed point. All of which enables you in the one and one-half 
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inch margin between your nose and your thumb, to make 
your own adjustment of the drop of your stock by moving 
your cheek forward or back. 

Unless you pull up your shoulder very high, or drop 
your head very low, the amount of drop at the heel of your 
gun should be greater than that of the comb to compensate 
for the length of your neck or the slope of your shoulders, 
or both. Dropping your head very low is sometimes objec- 
tionable as it makes you peer out from under your eyelashes. 
There is no objection to how high you lift your shoulder 
unless it becomes uncomfortable. You can lift your shoul- 
der three or four inches if you wish, to overcome the length 
of your neck, or the slope of your shoulders or both. 

The whole butt of the gun should rest against your shoul- 
der to distribute the recoil over its entire surface. The front 
end of the stock should come up high enough so that when 
your cheek rests against it your eye will be looking down 
the line of sight. Raise your shoulder, lower your head, 
change the gun stock you will probably have to try all of 
them before you become a trapshooting or skeet champion. 
In fact you will probably try them all before you ever get 
to be "pretty good!" But it has to be done, so, pick your 
own method. 

Some folks use the pressure on their jaw to tell them 
when they are looking down the sights. This was particu- 
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larly true of old time shooters with the much more crooked 
stocks which they used in those days. I have seen shooters, 
and good ones, who just held their heads in the air, put the 
gun to their shoulders and learned to shoot off the end of 
the barrel without paying attention to the sighting plane of 
the gun. It's sort of a modification of shooting from the hip. 
It can be done and has been done. In fact there just isn't any 
way that you can't learn to shoot a gun if you burn up 
enough ammunition in order to do it. Knew a fellow one 
time who liked to "demonstrate" the fact that you didn't 
need sights to shoot targets. He would take a card board 
shell box, cut a hole in it so it would slip over the barrel of 
his shot gun and, shooting behind the "billboard," he would 
break targets for the awed spectators. He was a top-notch 
shooter, but he didn't use the "billboard" when he was in 
competition. He looked down the sights! 

Yep, you can learn to shoot any kind of a gun from any 
kind of position if you stay with that gun and burn enough 
ammunition. 

Saw a kid romping down the street recently with a pair of 
new shoes on. He fell over his feet and flopped down on 
his nose. Made him no end mad and it hurt and he bawled. 
Pretty soon he got up, dusted himself off and went gallop- 
ing on again. He didn't trade off his feet or his shoes, but 
I'll bet he learns how to use them both. Like the youngster, 
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you and your gun are going to fall down many times. The 
kid has an advantage over you, he can't trade feet or shoes. 
He just has to learn to use the ones he has. 

Now to disprove everything that I have said about chang- 
ing guns and stocks and what-not, here's what happened to 
me. If it happens to you, you may change guns ONCE 
more. 

Like every human who can get to them, I went through 
a succession of guns, single barrels, double barrels and 
pumps. Over and unders were scarce and high priced 
thirty-five or forty years ago. I bought a pair of so-called 
"matched guns," a single and a double barrel. I couldn't 
hit the ground with my hat with the single and promptly 
sold it. The double barrel and I got along swell and I was 
topping 94 per cent with it and happy. One day when I 
was shooting it the ventilated rib flew off and lit between 
me and the trap house. I gathered it up tenderly and 
shipped it to the factory to get it put back together. That 
meant about three or four months in those days. Of course 
I had to shoot something in the meantime. 

I had just bought a new pump gun for a "loaner" for use 
at my shooting park, so, since it was new, I picked it up to 
shoot. The stock was one-eighth inch "crookeder" at the 
front and one-half of an inch "crookeder" at the back than 
the gun I had been shooting. BUT that gun and I got along 
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swell from the start and con- 
tinued to do so for many years. 
I jumped up to over 97 per 
cent and stayed there for 
some ten years before World 
War II drove me out of com- 
petition for lack of shells. It's 
my "self-pointer." I just sort 
of hold it loose in my hands 
and the dog-gone gun seems 
to follow the targets. Heaps of 
folks who have borrowed it 
seem to feel the same way. 
Lots of them have tried to 
buy it, including Ernest Hem- 
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ingway, but I married the old gal and Fin going to 
keep her around until I am old enough to win a veteran's 
championship with her. If you find a gun with which you 
can shoot better than you really know how, latch onto her, 
buy her or steal her if you think you can get by with it, and 
marry her. Pay twice as much as she is worth if you have to, 
but get her, keep her and marry her until death do you part. 
I don't mean a gun which you pick up and shoot well the 
first time you try it. That is, of course, necessary, but not 
at all indicative. Some folks I know always shoot a new 
gun well. Why? Because they are concentrating more on 
pointing it properly than they would with their old gun. I 
am talking about a gun which day after day points itself 
where you look with little or no effort on your part. Buy 
new ones if you must, but never let go of "Old Betsy" and 
above all don't try to alter her after you marry her, any 
more than you would a woman. Take her as is; keep her as 
is; you may always want to go back to her when the going 
gets rough with your new love. 

How are you going to find such a gun? Well, you have 
to be lucky or you have to be rich so that you can change 
guns whenever the notion strikes you. In the latter case, you 
probably won't know your gun when it finds you. You will 
probably do poorly some day and swap her off for a new 
job in a moment of disgust. AND afterward you might 
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want to buy her back later. I have seen it happen many 
times. 

The gun for you is the gun you have (unless it beats you 
up) until you know enough about shooting so that you 
don't have to read a book. Quit kidding yourself when you 
miss what you shoot at, stop blaming the gun. If you ever 
hit well with it, it's your fault when you don't do it now. 
If you can do it once you can do it again with the same gun. 
Gad! how glad I am that bird dogs can't talk back to me 
about my rotten shooting when I squall at them about their 
faults. Mostly they do their jobs better than I do mine. 

We are not going to shoot anything we don't want to, I 
hope. Our eyes are tested, our feet and bodies are set, we 
have a shotgun which doesn't smack us too hard when we 
shoot it. It's time to "Look Down the Sights." 
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Lookin'Down the Sights 

As i TOLD YOU in the previous chapter, there are folks who 
don't pay much attention to sights and there are others who 
shoot from the hip. Just sort of learn to look off the end of 
the gun and shoot. It can be done but it js the hard way. 

Three things should be in line, to do it the easy way: 
Your eye, the groove in the back of the gun (or the middle 
sight) and the front sight. When they are in line, the load 
of shot is supposed to go where you are looking. Mostly it 
does with modem shotguns, particularly in the low priced 
field guns. Some trapshooting guns are made to shoot high. 
The theory for that being that if a person learns to shoot 
with a high-shooting gun, he will always be able to see the 
relative position of his line of sight in regard to the object, 
whereas if he is forced to rise above a fast climbing object, 
it disappears under the barrel and he does not know how 
much he has gone above it. It is obliterated from sight. The 
theory is a good one and not at all without merit but the 
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same result can be achieved by another method which will 
be explained in another chapter. 

So let's not consider the guns which are made to shoot 
high or the few who by some defect of manufacture don't 
shoot straight. Such a defect occurs more often in double 
barrel guns and over and unders. It seems they are more 
prone to not having both barrels shoot to the same point. 
Of course, it is harder to make two barrels shoot to one 
spot than it is to make one barrel shoot there, as in a single, 
pump or automatic. By mechanical facts, the left barrel of 
a double gun should shoot about an inch to the left of the 
right barrel. In an over and over, the bottom barrel should 
shoot about an inch lower than the top tube. Well, if you 
can tell the difference of an inch in any direction, up, down 
or otherwise in a shotgun pattern you ought to hire yourself 
out as some kind of a Superman or rather Supereye. Any- 
thing that isn't missed more than an inch with a shotgun 
just isn't missed. An inch is a big miss in some kinds of rifle 
shooting, but it doesn't amount to a hill of beans with a 
shotgun. 

If you pick up a shotgun and do reasonably well with it, 
as well as you know how, don't worry your head about 
patterning it. If you get a double barrel or an over and un- 
der with which you can hit with one barrel and can't hit 
with the other, it would be well to pattern it to see if both 
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barrels are shooting to the same spot. 

By and large, shooting a shotgun at a piece of paper is a 
waste of time, and it is very silly to do it without some kind 
of a rest. Off -hand patterning of a gun is subject to all kinds 
of human failures. If you have shot a shotgun for a long 
time, you will jerk the trigger instead of squeezing it as a 
rifle shooter does. You might jerk up, down or sidewise and 
when you do you will think that is where your gun shoots. 
Instead, that is where you shot! If you just have to pattern 
your gun, if you just have to do it, get some kind of a rest 
for your left arm if you desire any degree of accuracy, or, 
better still, rest the front end of the gun on some stationary 
object, and then get another prop under your right shoul- 
der. 

Off-hand patterning (if you shoot enough patterns) will 
probably tell you if a gun is not shooting where the sights 
point, provided it is off six inches or more. You should shoot 
at least six patterns and at least five of them should confirm 
your suspicions before you condemn the gun instead of 
yourself. 

So far, I have been talking about guns which come direct 
from the factory to you. Mostly they shoot where the sights 
point if you do your part in pointing the sights correctly. 

I must sound a note of warning at this point. The above 
comments do not apply to the guns, onto which some of the 
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many attachments have been screwed by some bad or in- 
different gunsmith. There are quite a few of these attach- 
ments on the market, various names, various claims "Bet- 
ter Patterns" "Less Recoil" and so on and so on. They have 
one common advantage; they will change a single barrel, 
pump or automatic gun into a gun with which you can 
shoot ducks and quail in the same day with the same gun if 
you want to; long range ducks and short range quail. They 
are cheaper than a gun which has two barrels, one, a full 
choke and the other an improved cylinder bore which will 
interchange on the same stock and mechanism. If you 
want one gun, with one barrel, to shoot all sorts of game 
and want to accomplish it as cheaply as possible, you will 
do well to put one of these attachments on your gun. You 
can examine their various claims, pay your money and 
take your choice. 

Perhaps you are wondering ,why these attachments for 
guns with one barrel come under the heading of this chap- 
ter. This is why. All of these attachments which are latched 
on to the front end of a gun barrel raise the front sight. 
Some raise it more than others but they all raise it on a plain 
barrel gun which has no rib of any kind. When you raise 
the front sight, you make the gun shoot lower than the 
sights say it does. If you raise the front sight one-fourth of 
an inch you will make the gun shoot not less than 10 inches 
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sights" except that it is easier to do it, than to learn to hit 
something without doing it. And this brings us to the next 
chapter. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 



Shoot Where Its Going! 

IT is GOING TO TAKE TIME for your little hunks of shot to 
reach their destination and collide with what you want them 
to hit. 

No human can tell you how to get them there. 

No one can write, tell or show you how to connect with 
the many angles, speeds and variation of shots which you 
will get at the traps, at skeet and in the field. 

Diagrams can be drawn, velocities of loads figured, speed 
of targets and birds computed and you can read about them 
until you are punch drunk. When you get all through with 
them you won't know any more about the next shot which 
confronts you than if you had never read them. In fact if 
you had to stop and calculate your "lead" on each shot, you 
would never even get the shot out of your barrel. Your 
target would be on the ground and your game in the next 
pasture, before you could say two times two is four. 

I can tell you that the only thing you will hit by shooting 
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lower at 40 yards, than it shot when it left the factory. 

Many, many, many hunters have come to my park to 
practice after they have had one of these "Multi" chokes 
attached to their guns. They came to practice because they 
had been unable to do as well in the field with the same gun 
after the installation of the attachment as they had before it 
was put on. Too many gunsmiths just cut off the barrel, 
thread it and screw on the device. The barrel has to be bent 
up until it shoots, again, where the sights say it does. Ninety 
per cent of the shots in the field are rising ones. It is hard to 
get above them in order to lead them up even with a gun 
which shoots where it is supposed to shoot. With a gun 
which shoots low, it is well nigh impossible. There are 
things in favor of a gun shooting high, chiefly that you 
can see your object. I know of nothing to be said in favor 
of a low shooting gun. 

There are white sights, red sights and iron sights. Pay 
your money and take your choice. Before this is published 
there may be yellow or purple sights. There are reversible 
sights where you use red on sunshiny days and white on 
dark days. There are big sights, little sights and medium 
sights. The kind for you to use is the one which you think 
you can use best. Any little refinement which you make in 
a gun which gives you more confidence in your ability to 
hit with it will increase trust in that gun. Probably it really 
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doesn't amount to shucks, but if you think it does, then it is 
a must. Get the minor problem off your mind so that you 
will be able to concentrate better on the major problem; 
training your eyes, your nerves and your muscles to get that 
load of shot going out to intercept the flight of your target 
or game. That makes history. Go on. If you think there is 
something wrong with your shotgun, get it changed. You 
are probably wrong, but it will haunt you, and when any- 
thing worries you except making those shot collide with the 
object, you aren't going to do any good anyhow. Go ahead 
and blame it on the gun. It can't talk back and you will feel 
better. But your shooting will probably not improve until 
you start blaming yourself. 

Maybe you are one of those David Harums who gets as 
much or more fun out of swapping guns as he does from 
shooting them. Hop to it, have fun, that's why you took up 
shooting. Maybe you are a wood carver at heart and Hke 
to play with fine wood and carve stocks to your liking. Go 
ahead, that's fun too. There is a heap of fun in shooting even 
if you never achieve a championship. There is fun in meet- 
ing good folk with common interests. There is fun in just 
walking about in the open air with a purpose. There's fun 
with a shotgun everywhere. Get it! 

Sure meandered around in this chapter. Guess there 
wasn't really very much to say about "Lookin 5 down the 
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yet. You can definitely learn one thing at traps or skeet, 
SAFETY. If you mishandle your gun you will get a heap 
of good advice and QUICK. You may be invited to go 
home. SAFETY is one thing which all skeet and trapshoot- 
ers are very competent to teach you. They may not be able 
to teach you where to point a gun but they will teach you 
where not to point a gun. NOT AT THEM!!! No sport, 
and I repeat NO SPORT in the United States can come 
close to approaching the safety record of clay target shoot- 
ing. No one has ever been killed and very few have ever 
been injured, in over 70 years. 

In giving shooting lessons, even on the first lesson, if the 
student is doing well, when he misses a shot I ask him where 
he missed the target instead of telling him. He has to figure 
it out for himself sooner or later and the sooner he starts the 
better. When you begin to know where you missed a tar- 
get you are starting to learn to shoot. You will only learn 
it by experience. 

The length of time required by a load of shot to travel a 
given distance can be computed, the speed of a bird going 
at a certain number of miles per hour can be computed and 
when you get them computed all it amounts to is confusion. 
Supposing the bird suddenly decided to change its pace, 
suppose a sudden gust of wind hits a target. Nuts to fig- 
ures about shotgun shooting! 
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This is all I can tell you about leading a flying object. 

1. Start your swing behind it. Don't hold your gun still 
and wait for it to come to you. 

2. Swing with it, following its flight. 

3 . Pass it and pull the trigger. 




No one can tell you how far to pass it. That you must 
figure out by trial and error. When you hit you are right. 
When you miss the odds are that you didn't pass it far 
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behind it will be a duck flying backwards. I read a story 
once about a duck which flew backwards but somehow I 
felt that it was exaggeration. I'm not saying that the yarn 
teller was a liar. It would be a help to such a duck in getting 
north and south each year. Were I a duck and could learn to 

*-\ fly backwards, I would do 
/ \ it! It would be very con- 
J\V\ fusin' and perhaps amusin' 
to the people who were 
trying to stop me from 
getting where I was going. 
If you get your game, 
as too many people do, 
by potting a mess of ducks 
or quail, by blasting a 
bunny settin', send this 
book back to be and I will 
refund your money so that 
you will have some dough 
with which to buy sow 
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belly and beans. You must be hungry, you hog! 

On the other hand, you might be a rotten shot and pot 
shoot because you need some game to brag about. If so, I 
hope something in this book helps you correct your sins. 

No person can tell you how much to lead anything!!!! 

He can tell you how much he leads a certain kind of a 
shot but that will probably not apply to you. He is applying 
his solution to your problem and that is about as correct as 
treating a case of tuberculosis for a cold in the chest. Gets 
about the same results. 

If you are trying to learn to shoot by shooting clay targets 
at a skeet or trapshooting field, you will get a lot of advice. 
At least half of it, in spite of being well meant, will be bad. 
There are relatively few people in the United States who 
can stand behind you and diagnose your problem and give 
you a solution which fits your problem. Most clay target 
shooters in their well meaning efforts to coach new shooters 
cannot see the novice's problem in the first place and 
couldn't supply an answer to it in the second place. 

Sort your free advice it is probably worth just what it 
costs you, nothing. You are going to have to figure it all out 
for yourself. Just as I told you in the first place, start shoot- 
in' and quit readin'. But if you have got this far and I can 
convince you that you must sort your advice (take some 
and leave a lot) maybe you will get your money's worth 
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enough. Remember how the ones you hit looked to you 
over the sights. Do it again the same way! 

Why can't anyone tell you how far to pass it? 

Because it takes different humans different lengths of time 
to pull a trigger. 

When your eye says "shoot/' the message has to travel 
through a set of nerves to tell a set of muscles to pull the 
trigger and the muscles have to pull it. Some folks take 
twice as long as others to get the job done. Don't ask me 
why. It has been proved. 

It was proved by placing an unlighted light bulb at a 
distance from the shooter. The light bulb was hooked up to 
the trigger of a gun and to a split second recording instru- 
ment. The shooter pointed at the unlighted bulb. When he 
called "Pull" the light was lit and the recording instrument 
began to tick off the split seconds. When he saw the light 
go on he was supposed to "Shoot," that is pull the trigger 
which stopped the recorder. Hundreds of shooters were 
tested and hundreds of results were obtained. Sure there was 
an average, but are you average? Results varied from .15 to 
.40 of a second. 

Now what does all this have to do with how far you 
should lead anything which you want to hit? 

This is what. When you start your swing behind an ob- 
ject, then follow in the object's path until you pass it, the 
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speed of your gun movement is faster than that of the mov- 
ing objectyou are overtaking it. As your line of sight goes 
by it, the line of sight is moving ahead of the object all dur- 
ing the time it takes you to pull the trigger after your eye 
says "shoot." In that space of time you are building up a 
lead which you don't even know about. It isn't being re- 
corded on your conscious mind. But you are leading the 
object more than you think you are. How much? No one 
can tell you that, you find it out for yourself. You find the 
distance which you should pass the object in order to score 
a hit; that's the right amount for you. You alone can solve 
the problem. 

How do you allow for different speeds and different an- 
gles? The time which it takes you to pull a trigger helps 
you do it. The more acute the angle, the faster the speed; 
the more your gun swings ahead of the object when you 
pass it. Your gun will always be going faster than the 
object when you pass it, the faster the object goes, the 
faster your gun will be going when it passes the target. So 
in the Reaction Interval the time it takes you to get the 
trigger pulled, your lead is increasing more on a fast, 
acute angle shot than on a slower one at a lesser angle. 
Your swing is furnishing compensation for the speed and 
angle of the shot without your even realizing it. 

A load of shot is about fifteen feet long as it flies through 
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the air. If you are a little too far ahead of the object some of 
the tail-end shot may bite it down, but if you are behind 
the object there isn't any doubt about your missing it. If 
you have hunted many ducks you have no doubt had the 
experience of aiming at the lead duck of a string flying 
across in front of you and killing one of the rear ducks. 

It takes you longer to get the trigger pulled, than it does 
for the load of shot to travel 40 yards. An average reaction 
interval takes .20 of a second to get the load out of the gun 
after your eye says "shoot" as against roughly .15 of a sec- 
ond for the shot to travel 40 yards. Some people are slower 
and some are faster, small shot are slower, big shot are faster, 
but the two figures add up to about one-third of a second 
from the time your eye says "shoot" until the shot travels 
40 yards. 

A bird winging 60 miles an hour at right angles to your 
gun is doing 88 feet per second. So, if you held your gun 
still; pointing at a spot the bird is going to cross, your eye 
would have to say "Shoot" while the bird was about 30 
feet from the crossing point of the bird and the shot in order 
for both to arrive at the same time. Now no one could even 
accurately judge a distance of 30 feet at 40 yards on an 
object doing a mile a minute. I sometimes wonder how we 
ever hit anything! Yet, thousands of clay targets have been 
run without a miss in both trapshooting and skeet. It is 
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only because we start behind the object and swing through 
it that we are able to develop any accuracy in tossing the 
shot where the object is going. 

The mile a minute bird will only travel about 13 feet 
while the shot travels its 40 yards. If you swing fast and 
pull a slow trigger you will not consciously have to lead as 
much as the person who doesn't swing so fast and pulls a 
quick trigger. I have old time hunters tell me that they 
never led game at all. At first I thought they were lying but 
some of them with a slow reaction interval probably didn't 
consciously lead their game much, if any. They just swung 
through and the lead took care of itself. I repeat, that no 
charts, diagrams or tables of figures will give you the re- 
motest idea of how to hit a flying object which is flying 
differently on every shot. 

Just as most angle shots are missed behind, the majority 
of straight-away misses are over-shot. Your up-swing on a 
straight-away will carry your gun above the object just as 
it carries you ahead of the angle shot. You don't need to 
lead a straight away up nearly as much as you need to shoot 
ahead of an angle shot, even though the straight-away may 
be rising. The tendency is to over-shoot straight-aways, 
particularly those high above you and going away from 
you. You have to hold way under them in order to lead 
them. If possible, your gun should be coming down when 
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such a shot is fired. It is still the same principle: start behind 
and swing through the object on every type of shot. 

My famous pigeon shooting uncle J. A. R. "Jim" Elliott 
had many matches with the great Fred Gilbert and Jim won 
about two out of every three. Fred came into our club 
house after one of his defeats and, in his squeaky voice, 
remarked to my father, "You know, Bob, there is only six 
inches difference between my shooting and Jim's. He 
shoots them in the head and I shoot them in the tail." 

Jim was the first man who ever mastered a pump gun for 
live pigeon shooting. His ability to shoot it as rapidly as a 
double barrel pioneered the acceptance of the famous 1897 
model pump in the days when everyone shot double 
barrels. 

Del Gross once told me about going quail hunting with 
a little colored boy as a guide. The little fellow had an 
ancient single barrel hammer gun which was about on its 
last legs. He eyed DeFs shiny new pump eagerly until Del 
finally asked him if he would like to shoot it. 

"Would you let me shoot it, mister?" 

"Sure," Del replied, "if you will let me shoot your gun." 

The swap was made and pretty soon a quail flushed in 
front of Del. The lad started yelling, "Keep a sightin', 
Keep a sightin', Keep a sightin'!" The ancient weapon took 
a long time to go off. The little boy had solved his problem 
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KSEP f ff 




by keepin' a sightin', to compensate for the creepy trigger 
and the slow hammer. 
Start behind, Swing, swing, swing and keep a sightin'. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 



Psychologically Speaking 

IN THE FIELD, at skeet or at traps you are going to have 
many days when you should have stayed in bed. Same man, 
same gun, same shells that shot well yesterday, but now, No 
Hit! The only thing you can do about such days is forget 
them. It's hard to do. You think about them even if you 
don't brag about them. 

I can never forget the day when I opened the quail season 
by missing the first ten quail I shot at. Of course, it wasn't 
my fault! I had a new bird dog I was breaking. How's that 
for an alibi? I was so busy trying to teach him his manners 
that I wasn't even thinking about hitting quail. There is 
more than a grain of truth in the alibi, however. Anything 
which disrupts your train of thought as it speeds from 
your eye through your nerves down to your trigger finger 
will sure throw it off the track. No chips, no feathers fall. 
Keep your mind on your business. 

Learning to shoot is like climbing an icy hill. You go up 
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a little way, then you slide back, sometimes clear to the 
bottom and you have to start all over again. Were it not 
that way, it would not be so much fun. A few misses 
sprinkled in with the hits keep you shooting. It would not 
be fun if you could hit everything which you shot at. Of 
course, too many misses leave a bad taste. 

I often hear "good shots" muttering about having missed 
a couple in 25. 1 remind them that I knew them when they 
thought 23 out of 25 was pretty hot shooting. 

No one has ever been vaccinated against misses, and there 
is only one thing to do about them forget them! When 
you are fretting about the shot you just made, you cannot 
concentrate on the next one. The only important shot is 
the next one coming up. 100 straights are only broken one 
target at a time. 

In shooting doubles at skeet or trapshooting, you are 
simply shooting two singles and your mind must so con- 
centrate. Practically never do you hit any birds when you 
shoot into a flock. You have to concentrate on one and 
shoot where it is going. They are generally leaving in all 
different directions and when you shoot at the flock you 
just shoot at the place where they all had been. Sometimes 
by shooting at one bird you will accidentally kill two or 
more, but that is a hard job to accomplish on purpose. 

The difference between good shooting and top flight 
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shooting is mostly confidence and concentration. Most 
shooters can reach the 90 per cent mark in a comparatively 
short time but the road to 97 or 98 per cent is a long hard 
one, full of detours which discourage many a person from 
reaching the top even though capable of doing so. 

Don't be impatient like the little son of some of our 
friends. This five-year-old went to kindergarten for the first 
day. When he returned home he rushed into the house, 
opened a book and stared at it. Then he flung it down, 
muttering, "Still can't read!" 

You didn't learn to walk in a day and you didn't learn 
to read in a day and you are not going to learn to shoot 
in a day. Many were the times in my early shooting career 
that I would slam my gun in the rack and say I would never 
shoot another target. All the sympathy I got out of my 
father was a steady look and, "That will save me a lot of 
money." 

Don't get discouraged, don't let your misses bother you. 
Always shoot the next shot. Forget the one you just fired, 
it is water that has gone over the dam. 

You are going to have SLUMPS and many of them. The 
more you worry about them the longer they are going to 
be. The more you tinker with your gun or change guns, 
the longer the slumps will last. You have lost your confi- 
dence in your gun and more important than that, lost con- 
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fidence in yourself. If you have ever shot consistently well 
with a gun, you can do it again. The trouble is all in your 
head. When you alter the gun you simply complicate the 
problem. Don't alter a gun which you have shot well. Try 
another gun if you must, but don't tamper with the old 
one or get rid of it until you have definitely found one 
which you can shoot better than you ever did the old one. 

One of the top shooters of years ago was having a bad 
day. When someone asked what was the matter he shrugged 
off his misses with the reply, "My upper brain dropped 
down on my lower brain and short circuited everything." 
Sounds silly doesn't it? It's as good an explanation as any. 
Something just went haywire for a spell. 

When you have a bad day, forget it. I have had many 
of them and came back the next day to finish on top or 
close to it. If you worry about lost targets, the more you 
worry the more you will miss. You get too careful, try too 
hard, tighten up your muscles and away goes the next one 
too. 

You can't painstakingly aim or sight a shotgun at some- 
thing moving, you have to point it like you would point 
your finger. You can't be too careful, if you are, you will 
stop your swing and that brings a sure miss. Relax, haul 
off and do your best. If it isn't good enough, go after the 
next one. 
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Slumps are sometimes caused by a change in the person's 
eyesight and they are most baffling to the shooter. His eye- 
sight changes without his being aware of it. Objects get 
fuzzier and fuzzier so gradually that he is not aware of it. 
Check your eyesight first if you go into a slump. However, 
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very few slumps are caused by this, they are mostly all In 
the brain. 

You become unsure of yourself. You try too hard. You 
think about everything that you shouldn't think about in- 
stead of concentrating on executing the next shot. 

Every thought must be a positive one, you cannot let 
your mind wander and expect to hit anything. 

After you have learned to shoot, your eyes and nerves 
and muscles learn to respond through your subconscious 
mind more than through your conscious one. Shooting and 
shooting and shooting drills them to react in certain ways 
to certain sights before your eye, just as you slam on the 
brakes of a car without thinking about it. When your con- 
scious mind is wandering around, thinking about the high 
prices of cheese or the fly on your barrel or the color of 
the person's hair who is shooting next to you, that con- 
scious mind is piling rocks on the track from your eye to 
your trigger finger which the subconscious mind is trying 
to travel. 

Championship shooting is concentration and it is 
WORK. You have to, figuratively speaking, sweat a drop 
of blood on each shot. Let your conscious mind wander 
from the problem of pointing the sights where the target 
is going and the scorekeeper will wake you up by calling 
"Lost." One such mental lapse out of 200 shots may cost 
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you a championship. Concentration, or rather the lack of 
it, probably causes more poor days than any other one 
factor of shooting. My alibi about the new dog had a good 
basis in lack of concentration. 

Work on each shot, regardless of the number you have 
missed. Never give up. When you start slap banging at 
targets because you have missed a few you are building 
detours in your train track that you will have to clear out 
by more diligent work. Never give up. Frank Hughes 
missed his first target and then won the Clay Target Cham- 
pionship of North America on 199 in 1924. In 1933 I fin- 
ished seventh in the Grand American Handicap on 97 from 
25 yards after missing my first and tenth targets. When I 
won the North American Clay Target Championship in 
1941 my opponent had me beat but he missed his last target 
to tie with me in the first shoot-off. In the second shoot-off 
I defeated him. Pitch with all your heart and soul on every 
shot you fire, in practice as well as in competition. 

Folks often ask me why I stopped shooting. The truth 
is that I just got too lazy to try to do top flight shooting 
again and I would never be content with less results. For 
five years from 1941 until 1946 I had to use all the shells 
I could obtain just to keep my park open and at that it was 
closed for two of the five year. When I went to the Grand 
American Tournament in 1946 without any practice I 
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found myself in the 95 per cent class instead of over 97 per 
cent as I had been for ten years. I decided to quit until I 
wanted to sweat out some more blood on breaking targets. 
I am getting lazier by the day so I can't see where I will 
ever give anyone any trouble again. Might change my mind 
any day though. 

I was always able to make better scores at the Grand 
American than at any other tournament. Certainly, my 
ability was no better there, I just made more effort or per- 
haps was more greatly stimulated to do my best there, than 
at smaller shoots. I worked harder there. There can be no 
other reason, as I was just as scared as any one else. 

Don't be afraid of shaking a bit. The adrenalin that is 
being pumped into your system by the excitement may 
stimulate you to do better than you know how. Some of 
the best scores I have ever made were racked up when I 
was shaking so hard I could hardly get a shell into my gun. 

The only harm in being scared is in being afraid of being 
scared. You won't miss any more targets when you are 
shaking than you will when you are calm if you concen- 
trate on breaking them. But, if you wonder what people 
are thinking about your rattling knees, what they will think 
of you, should you flub completely; then you are going to 
flub, and bad. Just shake, rattle and roll. Groove your mind 
on that next target when you call for it and you won't 
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*SHAK,RATTLE 
and f?OLt? 






flub. Concentrate! Concentrate! Concentrate! I used to 
have a little pep talk I gave myself before each target. I 
would put my gun up, line up the sights and say to myself 
"Come out of there you so and so, I'm after you," just 
before I called pull 



is Beginner's Luck? There certainly is such a 
thing. In teaching new shooters I find that more than 50 
per cent will break more targets out of their first 25 than 
they will for several succeeding rounds. Of course it isn't 
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luck. Perhaps we should call it Beginner's Ignorance. Ignor- 
ance of all the ways to do it wrong. On his first round the 
novice is thrilled with each bursting target he hits. He 
doesn't worry about the misses. Then as he succeeds in 
hitting some he develops the idea that he should hit all of 
them. That is when he starts to be painstakingly careful 
on each shot and of course immediately begins to shoot 
behind everything. His thought track isn't even graded in 
yet, let alone paved, so he has to shoot with his conscious 
mind. He starts aiming instead of pointing, his swing stops 
before he pulls the trigger. "Lost." Then I tell them, "Let's 
miss one in front for a change, this missing them behind is 
getting monotonous." Part of the time they will miss the 
next one in front but a lot of times they will blow it to 
bits, much to their surprise. 

Concentrate on seeing the bird or target start. Look for 
it hard. You can't start after it until you see it. When you 
see it, start after it, pass it and shoot. Simple isn't it? The 
joker is that there is a heap of space outside of that 30 inch 
pattern. 

Many shooters try to solve their concentration problem 
by staring at the ground in front of them between shots. 
I gave that system a work-out once and finally decided 
against it. You are not learning to concentrate in spite of 
all the interruptions, you are just trying to dodge them, 
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like a kid putting a pillow over his head to hide the light- 
ning. Concentrating between shots doesn't help much 
toward keeping your mind on your business at the moment 
you call "pull" and that is the only time that is important. 
The fly might light on your gun, the bird or airplane fly 
across in front of you or someone might say "Boo" after 
you quit looking at the ground. I also found four other 
reasons for not studying the mud. 

1. Shooting in a gusty wind, the target just ahead of 
yours may give you some information as to how yours is 
going to act. 

2. Your eyes stay focused at the distance you are going 
to use them. 

3. You will be looking at the other fellow's target to 
help correct a referee's mistake (there are lots of them). 

4. Above all you will be teaching yourself to concen- 
trate, instead of hide, and also to concentrate at the proper 
time. But, if you think you can hit better by doing any- 
thing, even standing on your head, it is better for you to do 
so until you convince yourself that you shouldn't. You 
have to convince yourself, no one can tell you how. Do 
anything which gives you confidence in your ability to hit, 
no matter how silly it is. You have to hit them in your 
head before you can hit them in the air! 



CHAPTER NINE 



Shells, Guns andjutt Yams 




"All shells are beffer than all shooters" 
"ALL SHELLS ARE BETTER THAN ALL SHOOTERS." That is 

stock reply when asked for advice about ammunition. The 
modern shotgun shell is about as perfect a thing as can 
be produced. They are almost miraculous in their uniformly 
fine performance. Of the three-quarters of a million shells 
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used annually at our park less than one in 100,000 is really 
defective. Many misfires occur because guns are not func- 
tioning properly but the shells will shoot in another gun 
which hits the primer properly. 

Occasionally, but very rarely, all ammunition companies 
are apt to turn out some loads which are not up to snuff 
but they are immediately gathered up and replaced with 
perfect ones. 

"Black Diamond Jim" was a salesman for Black Diamond 
Targets in the days when there were six or eight different 
kinds of powder loaded in each of the five different brands 
of shells loaded by the various manufacturers. All of these 
shell companies and powder companies had salesmen at 
all important shoots. The competition was terrific with 
a dozen "pros" trying to convince each shooter that their 
product was the best. 

"Black Diamond Jim" had to be friends with all of these 
shell and powder peddlers as none of them sold targets and 
they could do him a lot of good around the country. He 
solved the problem of being impartial by using four differ- 
ent brands of shells, loaded with four different brands of 
powder in each 100 target program. He would empty the 
four boxes into a wooden shell case and stir them up. As 
he progressed from trap to trap he filled his pockets with 
the assorted shells. He was tough to beat. He had eliminated 
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shells from his worries about shooting. 

I saw this happen about the same time that Jim was going 
strong. A fellow started arguing that Peters shells loaded 
with Dead Shot powder were absolutely no good and he 
never could make a score with them. Another chap offered 
to bet him he couldn't tell one when he shot it. The first 
chap snapped at the bet. 

The shooters arranged to load the gun behind the pessi- 
mist's back and hand it to him to shoot. Then it was unload* 
ed and refilled behind his back again. He was supposed to 
tell every time he shot a Peters shell loaded with Dead Shot 
powder. He missed two targets out of the 25 (an average 
score for him) and of course blamed the misses on Peters- 
Deadshot. He also named it on some other targets which he 
just chipped. 

When he had finished they showed him the shells he had 
shot. All 25 of them were Peters shells loaded with Dead 
Shot powder. That stopped his yacking. 

In the pigeon shooting days of the gay po's, match races 
between two men were more popular than tournaments. 

City, county and state champions would tangle for huge 
side bets plus the gate receipts. 

The races would consume hours to shoot with much 
conversation and some refreshments between shots. In the 
pauses, the idea was to get the other fellow's goat if pos- 
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sible. One of the favorite stunts was for a friend of one 
shooter to ease over to the other one and whisper, "Say, 
what kind of a load are you shooting, it is splattering all 
over the field." 

If the guy hadn't been through this treatment, he would 
immediately start worrying about his shells and not about 
his shooting. He was already shooting his pet load and when 
his confidence was shaken in it he might even change to an- 
other load in which he didn't have any confidence in the 
first place. Unless he could laugh it off he was sunk. 




, 

VELOCITV" 
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They shot a lot of shells at pattern paper in those days 
with good reason. There was a lot of difference in the 
early machine loaded shells. It took machine loaded shells 
many years to replace hand loads. Many good shooters hand 
loaded their own shells or had it done by hand loading spe- 
cialists. 

My Dad used to tell a story about a fellow who bought 
a batch of a brand new powder which had just come on 
the market, and loaded a batch of shells with it. Out he went 
to pattern same. He fired at the paper, went out to look at 
it and he couldn't see any shot. As he stooped over to look 
closer, the load hit him in the fanny. Pap was pretty truth- 
ful too?? ? 

One of our good shots in the 2o's was Ira Carroll. Ira 
had supreme confidence in his shooting ability. When he 
missed a target "it was because the load forked." He had a 
point there, too, because the cardboard top shot wads did 
cause many holes in patterns. With the coming of the fold- 
ing crimp that alibi was done away with. 

Now that you don't have any of these problems which 
faced the old timers, naturally you will immediately elimi- 
nate all shell problems, from your mind. (Who was that 
who laughed?) 

Of course you will want different loads for different 
kinds of game. You won't want to shoot heavy No. 2 goose 
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loads at quail and you will need something bigger than No. 
8's to kill geese. Any ammunition company will furnish you 
with recommendations for any type of game if you don't 
already know what you want to use. 

Loading of shotgun shells is a matter of balancing pat- 
tern and penetration. Your own knowledge of the capacity 
of your gun with certain loads is far more important than 
the load itself. 

A load of 3 drams of powder and i ounce of No. 2 shot 
will kill a goose just as dead as a 4% dr. i % oz. of No. i's. 
BUT it will not do it as far away. If you shoot heavy loads 
you can make kills farther away than you can with light 
loads. On the other hand, you don't need to go to the ex- 
pense of heavy loads to kill quail at 20 yards. 

You must know the limits of your load unless you want 
to cripple a lot of game. When you put more power be- 
hind the shot they travel faster and travel farther. Also the 
pellets tend to scatter more. The more power you put be- 
hind a given load of shot the poorer the pattern will be. 
The more shot you put in front of a given load of powder, 
the better the pattern will be and the poorer the penetra- 
tion. 

It is your problem to figure out just how far your gun 
and your load will be effective, if pointed right, and not 
try for shots beyond that distance. Patterning your gun 
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with the load you expect to shoot at different distances will 
help you to establish your maximum killing range. Harder, 
much harder to do, is for you to memorize that distance 
and be able to judge whether your game is in range. A duck 
will look a lot closer than a dove at the same distance. 

I recall my first experience at pheasant shooting about 20 
years ago. I took a lot of ribbing on the way to South Da- 
kota because I took my 20 ga. gun, No. j l / 2 shot. My kind 
buddies told me I would never hit one and the first day they 
darned near proved it. I had not been worried about their 
jibes as I had killed a lot of ducks with the same combina- 
tion and I figured a duck was about the same size as a pheas- 
ant. ! ! i( ! 
We walked up a draw and all of a sudden it seemed as if 
the whole earth took wings. I was so flustered that I emptied 
my gun and not a bird came down. Five shots. My three 
pals? ? They had their limit of five birds by the time I had 
one. What a going over I got while they waited on me to 
finally bag my five. The evening bull session was no better 
for my morale. I must have used 25 shells to get those five 
birds and I knew I wasn't that bad. Finally it dawned on 
me. Those flying freight trains I shot at were out of range 
of my 20 ga. and while I was probably putting some shot 
in them, it was not enough to get them down. They looked 
so big that they didn't seem out of range. The next day I 
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picked my shots, killed five birds with six shells and had a 
peaceful evening. Later, after trying to run down a couple 
of cripples I decided on another procedure. When I hit a 
bird and it didn't crumple in the air I just poured another 
load into it while it was falling and when it hit the ground 
it stayed there. Cost one shell, but I don't like to run and it 
kept some crippled birds from going off and dying later. 

In recent years with modern powders the manufacturers 
are packing loads in 1 2 gauge guns that are even more pow- 
erful than the heaviest of the old time 10 ga. shells. Sixteen 
gauges have become iz's and io's have grown to 16 ga. stat- 
ure. Even the little 410 carries a light 20 ga. load. If you 
shoot these high powered loads in old time guns you are 
liable to come up with some fingers missing from a bursted 
barrel. If you bother to read the shell box you will find 
it says, "Don't use in old guns." 

Know the limits of your gun and loads and don't send 
game off with a few shot in them to die later. In case of 
doubt, don't shoot. That bird might raise a dozen next year. 
Just because shells shoot better and farther than they ever 
did before is no reason for you to attempt kills with them 
that are beyond their capacity. 

' * s 

THE MOST BAFFLING QUESTION which I have asked me is 
when some wife calls up who wishes to buy her husband 
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a gun for Christmas and tells me that someone told her I 
was an expert and could tell her exactly what to buy. The 
wisdom of Solomon would have suffered a setback with that 
question. Mostly when I get through trying to explain all 
the ramifications of shotguns, the poor creature takes my 
suggestion that she give him a gift bond from some reliable 
sporting goods store and let him make his own choice. 

There is no one all-purpose gun. 

A gun with two sets of barrels is the closest approach 
to it. The multi-chokes which are screwed on single barrel 
guns have their good and bad points. 

Were I a bird dog and someone let loose a blast with 
one of the kind which spits lightning and thunder out of the 
top, bottom or sides of it over my head, I would bite him 
and go home. 

What are you going to shoot? Trapshooting, ducks and 
pheasants fall in pretty much the same category but a gun 
for them isn't worth a hoot for skeet, quail and rabbits. 
Your skeet would be out of the boundary, your quail in the 
trees and your rabbit in a hole before you could shoot them 
without making hamburger of them. The perfect gun for 
skeet, etc., would scatter shot so widely that many a trap 
target, duck or pheasant would sail merrily between the 
shot. 

Do you want meat or do you like the thrill of shooting a 
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little gun plus the ease of lugging it around in the field? The 
more shot you throw in a given direction the more chance 
you have of getting meat and the 1 2 gauge gun is probably 
the only answer for the average shot who wants to put meat 
on the table. The 1 6 ga. is a compromise and is neither fish 
nor fowl. To my way of thinking it could well be done 
away with, yet there are a lot of them sold. It won't get as 
much meat as a 12 and it, plus its ammunition is heavier 
to lug than a 20. Skeet does not have 16 ga. races. They 
jump from i2 ? s to zo's and 4io's. Trapshooting is all 12 ga. 
in competitive events. But, I guess if you want a jackass of 
all trades and master of none, the 1 6 ga. gun with a modified 
barrel is your answer. It makes a noise and you can get some 
game with it if you let the quail get far enough away and 
the ducks get close enough. You won't win any skeet or 
trapshooting championships with it. At least no one ever 
has. 

You will need ventilated ribs and big forearms on your 
skeet and trap guns to combat the heat of rapid shooting. 
Both are excess baggage in the field. If you hunt ducks, the 
trapgun isn't too bad, maybe a little straighter than it should 
be, maybe a little too long with heavy clothing, but it will 
sure take a beating from the concrete blinds and the mud. 
Your $400 beauty will take a good scratching up. Your 
skeet gun will be all right for quail and rabbits but barbed 

99 



YOUR SHOTGUN vs. YOU 



wire fences are hard on its prettiness and it, too, is heavier 
to tote in the field. 

How can you solve these problems? Again, you are go- 
ing to have to figure them out for yourself. If you only in- 
tend to shoot at the traps and long range game, a full choke 
gun suitable for trapshooting is the answer. It will be heavy 
and get all messed up in the field, but you will probably 
shoot it more times at the traps than you do in the field. If 
you only want to shoot skeet and short range game, a skeet 
gun with which you can hit skeet is the answer and the ob- 
jections are the same as for the trap gun. 

Oh! You want to do everything, with one gun! That 
would be nice! 

A ventilated rib gun with a big forearm plus a multichoke 
device is your cheapest investment. However, if it is one of 
the thunder and lightning models and you use it at trap- 
shooting, in competition where the shooter on each side 
of you gets the blast, he may bite you and tell you to go 
home. Long years of shotgun shooting tend to make per- 
sons somewhat deaf even without the side blasts. It is well 
to use cotton or ear plugs when you do any shooting at 
the traps or skeet. 

Next best for your pocketbook would be a gun with 
a ventilated rib and big forearm with two barrels. In a 
pump or automatic, an improved cylinder barrel and a 
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full choke. In a double barrel or over and under, two bar- 
rels become four barrels. For one set get an improved cyl- 
inder and modified. For the other, a modified and a full 
choke or two full chokes. If you are only going to shoot 
traps or skeet to practice for field shooting, eliminate the 
rib and extra cord wood in the forearm. 

Perhaps it will help if I tell you my solution. I have al- 
ready told you about the trap gun I married in 1932. I 
married my field gun by correspondence shortly after. 1 
ordered a two barrel 20 ga. pump gun with the same stock 
dimensions as my trap gun, one barrel improved cylinder 
and the other full choke. It has a small forearm and a solid 
rib. I do not now consider the solid rib any advantage. Some 
folks think it makes a more level sighting plane. I do not 
think that is important, and it costs more money. I was 
lucky, the little gun shot all right for me in the field and 
still does. I am not counting the day I missed ten quail nor 
the one when I got laughed at on pheasants. 

Though I cannot tell what kind of a gun will best suit 
you I can sure tell you one kind of gun NOT TO BUY. 
That is a gun with a creepy trigger pull. Test the trigger 
pull by pulling it as slowly and easily as you can. Watch 
the movement of the end of the trigger before it goes off. 
If there is a perceptible movement, that is bad. 

Automatic guns are very prone to creepy trigger pulls, 
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and it is very difficult to make them crisp without causing 
the guns to repeat themselves like a machine gun. 

For the average hunter who does little or no skeet or 
trapshooting and who probably doesn't use 50 shells a year 
in the field a creepy trigger doesn't matter much. He 
will probably not even notice it. But when you get to 
shooting hundreds of clay targets your finger gets highly 
tuned and very sensitive. You may stop pulling the trig- 
ger before you have pulled it far enough to release the 
hammer. You are set to take the recoil which doesn't come 
and you start to fall on your face. You have to take a step 
forward to keep from falling and up jumps that old Devil, 
Flinching. 

The poundage of your trigger pull is unimportant. Four 
to five pounds is a good average, but I have known good 
shooters who used everything from 10 pounds down to 
a pull which would almost go off when you looked at it. 

When you get used to it any trigger pull is alright. BUT 
if you shoot more than one gun or change guns you should 
have the same pull on each of them. Many folks try to stop 
flinching by having their trigger pulls lightened. It is only 
a temporary cure, if any at all. As soon as you get used 
to the lighter pull, you will NOT pull it just as you did 
not pull the heavier one. 

All I can tell you about flinching is how to try to avoid it. 
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1. Pull the trigger with the first joint of your finger, not 
with the ball of it. There is more strength in the second 
joint of your finger than there is in the first. 

2. Don't shoot a creepy trigger. Don't, Don't, Don't!! 

3. Don't shoot a gun that punishes you in any way. 

4. Don't shoot too much. Toughen your shoulder grad- 
ually. 25 shells or 50 at the most, is enough for any novice 
to shoot the first day, but they continue to beat themselves 
black and blue by enthusiastically shooting too much, or us- 
ing guns which do not fit them or by not holding the gun 
correctly. 

What is flinching? It is when you try to pull the trigger 
and don't get the job done. 

Why do you do it? No one knows. This is my theory. 
Your body reacts to the recoil before you get the trigger 
pulled. The reaction short circuits the trigger pulling mus- 
cles and causes them to freeze before they finish the job. 

What is the remedy? Best try not to start it by observing 
the foregoing suggestions. Gnce you start flinching your 
only hope of a cure is a relaxing trigger, one which goes 
off when you let go of it instead of when you pull it. The 
sooner you change to such a trigger the better. 

The more highly strung and nervous you are, the more 
you will be inclined to flinch. 

That it takes time to pull a trigger and that you can re- 
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act in the process of doing so was proved to me when I 
almost killed my hunting partner's dog. Hair rises on my 
neck now as I write this, many years later. 

We were on the opposite sides of a small rolling hill out 
of sight of each other when I heard his gun go off and heard 
him yell, "Comin' at you, Russ." The crippled quail topped 
the hill only a couple of feet off the ground. I leveled down 
and started to pull the trigger. In my line of sight I saw the 
face of Butch's beautiful setter atop the hill right behind the 
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quail. Somehow I don't know how, I was able to whip the 
muzzle of the gun up in the air so that it went off over 
Old Duke's head. When he caught the quail and brought it 
to me, I was sitting on the ground, my knees had given way. 
Duke has long since gone peacefully to the "Happy Hunt- 
ing Grounds." How glad I am I didn't send him there. 

Careful careful careful of that round hole in the end 
of your gun. The life you save may be YOUR OWN! 
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CHAPTER TEN 

About Teaching 
Other Folks 

DON'T! If you can possibly find a competent instructor 
in your vicinity. However, there are not very many com- 
petent instructors in the country, and, if your wife or 
child wants to learn to shoot a shotgun, perhaps you can 
keep them from killing themselves or someone else by 
ding-donging Safety into them. 

Even though you are a good shot yourself, as an in- 
structor you are still a novice. The barest fundamentals 
of shotgun shooting are all that you are competent to 
teach. It will take years of coaching experience to equip 
you to give further advice. When in doubt about a per- 
son's problem, give him a chance to work it out for 
himself. Misinformation is far worse than none at all. It 
is the Blind leading the Blind. 

In previous chapters, I have mentioned the well meant 
advice which you will get at trapshooting and skeet clubs. 
It is well meant and given with the best of intentions, 
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but a novice sure can get fouled up listening to it. 

Many times, I have had shooters go into slumps, al- 
ter their guns, change guns and finally come to me with 
their problem which is generally, "I just can't hit right 
angles, or left angles or straight-aways," as the case 
may be. Until they ask for advice I have long since ceased 
to give any. Too many times I volunteered information, 
only to find the "patient" listening to another "doctor" 
within a few minutes and taking his advice instead of 
mine. In my early days of teaching I made no charge 
for instruction, and mostly it was worth just that amount 
nothing. It takes years of experience in standing be- 
hind new shooters to be able to sort out their problems 
and find cures for their difficulties. Often the shooter has 
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the answer to his own problem akeady in his head, and 
mostly it is wrong. "I just can't lead right angles enough." 
More times than not I discover he is overbading them. 
He has missed a few more of that particular angle than 
he did other targets and now has developed a complex 
about them. When one of these targets comes out the 
shooter either freezes up or he just throws the gun in 
the general direction and hopes to High Heaven he will 
hit it. He is so afraid of that particular target that he 
doesn't try to break it. He just hopes he will. No con- 
centration! No smooth swing! No hit! (Remember my 
straight-away quail) ? The universal opinion of the bench 
instructors is, "You shot behind it." The odds are in 
favor of their opinion as more shots are missed behind 
than in front, but that does not apply to a fellow who 
has developed a complexhe might be overdoing his 
correction. 

No person should take advice about his shooting from 
anyone except someone who has stood behind him and 
looked down his barrel with him for at least 25 or, better 
still, 50 shots. No shooter should attempt to give another 
shooter advice unless he, too, has looked down the barrel 
with him. You will find when you first start to look down 
another fellow's barrel, from behind him, that you won't 
have any idea where he is shooting. You have to develop 
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that ability in the same manner that persons do who shoot 
from the hip, or hold their heads high above their sights. 
It can be done and you can learn to know where the 
student is shooting. However, it takes a long time and 
unless you are willing to spend the rime, stop tossing 
around your free advice from the bench to new shooters. 
You will confuse them until they don't even try to fig- 
ure out their own problems. Of course they will have to 
figure out their own problems, and the sooner they start 
the better off they are. Unless you absolutely know what 
you are talking about, give the novice a break, KEEP YOUR 
BIG MOUTH SHUT, and let him sweat it out for himself. 

So I hope we have mastered the two big DON'TS of 
instructing new shooters. Don't give advice unless you are 
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asked for it and don't give any at all unless you are 
positive and I mean POSITIVE that the advice you give 
is correct. 

i * i 

There is a time when an experienced shooter can give 
some pretty accurate advice to a novice and that is be- 
fore the new guy has fired his first shot. 

Often when a man calls me for an appointment to 
teach his wife or son or daughter to shoot he remarks 
apologetically, "She (or he) has never even handled a 
gun before." He seems surprised when I tell him, "That 
is fine! There will be no bad habits for me to correct. 
I can start her (or him) correctly." 

This is the time when the experienced shooter can be 
of most help to a novice Before he ever fires a shot. 

This is the time to test his eyes and start him from the 
proper shoulder. 

This is the time to get his feet set correctly. 

This is the time to get his body in the correct position. 

This is the time to get him looking down the sights. 

This is the time to see that he won't get unduly pun- 
ished by shooting a mis-fit gun. 

I hope that the foregoing chapters of the book will 
help you do this for him. I hope that you will read them 
at least twice before you offer advice which might 
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hinder, not help, the novice. 

This is the time to teach SAFETY. Shoot that shell 
in the ground and have him learn what a shotgun can 
do at close range. Big hole, isn't it? 

i i i 

If other instruction is obtainable it is far better for a 
man not to attempt to teach his wife or child how to 
shoot. He will not have patience with their mistakes. 
He will be overanxious. He will not have an objective at- 
titude. He will criticise them for doing things wrong, 
yet not tell them how to do them right. He probably 
doesn't even know how to tell them. He has learned how 
to shoot, through trial and error, and they are going to 
have to do the same but he doesn't have time to wait for 
them to do it. 

The false pride of the average male in his shooting 
ability is an amazing thing. He likes to brag about it 
almost as much as his virility. To prove he is a "good 
provider," he will pot-shoot game, buy it and sometimes 
steal it in order to lie about his prowess as a hunter. 

It is always amusing to me when some hunter tries his 
hand at clay targets for the first time and bleats, "I 
don't know why I can't hit those things, I can hit ducks, 
quail, etc." Sometimes I bother to tell them that it is all 
comparative, mostly I don't. If a person gets 50 per cent 
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results in the fieldI mean a dozen dead game of any 
kind for each box of shells he is a top flight hunter. I 
have hunted with a lot of excellent shots and I have sel- 
dom seen persons who could hit 50 per cent consistently. 
I kept track of my own field shooting for years counted 
the shells in the morning and counted the birds at night 
40 per cent was tough for me to rack up with my 20 
gauge. I am not talking about a person who picks only 
easy shots, but just the average hunter taking them as 
they come good or bad and totaling up at the end of 
the season. If you don't agree, just try keeping your 
record. 

If a person breaks 50 per cent of the first round of 
targets he shoots at skeet or traps he is doing very well, 
but 50 per cent stacks up badly against the scores of 
the experts. It's all comparative 50 per cent in the field 
is tops, 50 per cent at clay targets is trash. And, too, 
there is no scorekeeper when you are out hunting you 
can kid yourself a bit or a lot. 

Start the novice with easy shots, low house at Station 
7 in Skeet, straight-aways from Peg 3 at the traps and 
targets lobbed high in the air and straight-away if you 
use a hand-trap. If you don't throw a high target with a 
hand trap, it will be on the ground before it gets far 
enough away for the novice to point it. Hand-trap shoot- 
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ing with a full choke gun is difficult because it takes a 
lot of effort to throw the target far enough to permit the 
full choke pattern to open up before the target is on the 
ground. 

Start the novice on straight-aways and do not even 
mention "lead" to him. Tell him to just set the target on 
the sights and pull the trigger. The target should lit- 
erally look like it was setting on the sights. Until the 
novice is breaking more than 50 per cent of these straight- 
aways, do not confuse him by any other instructions. 
When he starts getting too careful sighting instead of 
casually pointing tell him to relax and just haul off and 
shoot fast. Try to get the novice to tell you where he 
missed a shot, rather than your telling him. He is going 
to have to figure it out for himself sometime, you can't 
stand behind him forever. 

When he is breaking more than half of the easy shots, 
work him gradually into the harder ones, one at a time. 
Try the easy angles first and work to the harder ones 
later. Don't try to tell him how much to lead them. While 
he is trying to mentally measure off a foot or six feet 
the target will be going away, and leave him figuring. 
Tell him to swing with them pass them and shoot them. 
When he hits one, tell him to do the same thing again. 
That's the way shotgun shooting is learned by the hits 
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the novice scores and remembers not by the instruc- 
tions of the teacher. A person learns nothing at all about 
shooting when he misses a target, it's the hits which he 
remembers which teach him! "To hit is history, to miss 
is mystery." 




information 



There is a silly idea prevalent among hunters that a 
person should not place his gun to his shoulder when shoot- 
ing at the trap or skeet field as practice for game shooting. 
It is a lot of bunk. When a person slowly and carefully 
places his gun to his shoulder, puts his head down in line 
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with the sights and generally gets himself ready to shoot, 
he is training his eyes and nerves and muscles to do things 
RIGHT. When he hurriedly tosses his gun out on his arm 
and holds his head high in the air he is putting detours in 
the nerve track which he will have to build correctly be- 
fore he can ever expect to be a good shot. Do it easily! Do 
it slowly! Do it right! What possibly can be gained by 
rushing it and doing it wrong? Speed will come with 
practice. May I be permitted to say "Haste makes waste 
of shells?" 

When you have brought your novice through the 
straight-away, the easy angle and the hard angle stages 
and he has shot a round or two of regulation skeet or 
trap targets and done reasonably well at them, say 50 
per cent, it is time, Mr. Instructor, for you to get out of 
the way and "keep your mouth shut." From there on 
your pupil has to do it himself, he has to train his own 
eyes and nerves and muscles. Perhaps the best help you 
can give him is to tell him to "forget it" when he makes 
a bad score and heap on the praise when he makes a 
good one. 

Bad scores and misses are good for only one thing; 
to be forgotten as soon as possible. The next shot com- 
ing up is the only important one and then only one at 
a time. Patience with your student and more and more 
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patience. Like you, in order to learn to shoot a shotgun 
your student has to Shoot and Shoot and Shoot! We 
started there, we end there. 




Then re-read the book. You might have a different point 
of view, and find some ideas which you overlooked the 
first time, or have forgotten. 
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Russ Elliott's 31 Years of Ups and Downs 
in Registered Shooting 

I played the field of guns 



YEAR 

1916 


SHOT AT 
105 


BROKE 

75 


AVERAGE 

.7142 




1918 


250 


227 


.9080 




1919 


300 


272 


.9066 




1920 


50 


42 


.8400 




1921 


200 


195 


.9750 


Accident! 


1922 


400 


375 


.9375 




1923 


680 


610 


.8970 


Bad Slump 


1924 


720 


657 


.9125 




1925 


340 


309 


.9088 




1926 


600 


554 


.9233 


Starting Up 


1928 


800 


743 


.9287 




1929 


1150 


1073 


.9330 




1930 


1000 


914 


.9140 


Little Slump 


1931 


1800 


1705 


.9472 




First 










16 years 


8395 


7751 


.9234 




/ married 


a gun 








1932 


1600 


1538 


.9612 




1933 


2150 


2093 


.9735 




1934 


1600 


1556 


.9725 




1935 


2050 


1993 


.9721 




1936 


1250 


1230 


.9840 


Second in U.S. 


1937 


1200 


1168 


.9733 




1938 


1300 


1277 


.9823 




1939 


900 


877 


.9744 




1944 


1300 


1259 


.9684 




1941 


1500 


1457 


.9715 


Champion 



lOyr. honey- 
moon 14850 



14448 



.9730 



/ tried a comeback, like all ex-champions without enough training. 
1946 500 476 .9520 Chump 

And for the thirty -one years 

23745 22675 .9548 
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